UNA

The Una (= 'what') | anguage is spoken by approxi mately 3,500
peopl e grouped in 40 villages along the Ey, Sayn, M, Yamyl,
Kiynok, Ira, Mna, Be and Yay rivers. These valleys are |ocated
bet ween 139° 50' and 140° 20' Eastern longtitude and 4° 32' and 4°
54" Southern latitude wthin the boundaries of the Kecamatan
Kurima, in the Kabupaten Jayaw jaya, in the province Irian Jaya

The Una | anguage is part of the Goliath Stock Level Famly
of the Central New Gui nea Macro-Phylumwhich is also called
Trans- New Qui nea Phylum The term ' Goliath' is based on European
nomencl ature. Therefore it has been suggested recently, on
account of the linguistic and cul tural honogeneity of the people
who live within a surprisingly large area of the Eastern
Hi ghl ands, to designate the term'Mk' as the conmmon nane for
this people and their stock |evel |anguage famly.

- Louwerse 1978: 45.

Four distinct Una dialects were noticed:
1. Central Ey River Valley dialect
2. Northern Ey River Valley dialect
3. Sayn River Valley dialect
4. Eastern Una dial ect

- Louwerse 1978: 45.

Real bilingual and multilingual speakers are rare. However,
it is possible that in a single village, especially one situated
/ near a | anguage/di al ect boudnary, up to seven different
di al ects may be spoken which are all nmutually intelligible. This
is mainly caused by intermarriage from nei ghboring valleys
(virilocal residence).

- Louwerse 1978:45-46

... the approxi mtely 3500 Una people. They live in 40 vill ages
and hamets of Una territory along the southern slopes of the
central cordillera of the Pegunungan Jayaw jaya (fornerly Oranje
Mount ai ns, ...

The system of valleys where the Una reside runs mainly from
north to south and is situated approxi mately between 139°50' and
140°20' eastern longitude and 4°32' and 4°54' southern |atitude
within the Eatsern Hi ghl ands Kecamatan Jayaw jaya, Irian Jaya
Provi nce, of the Republic of Indonesia.

- Louwerse 1987: 19.

The Una | anguage i s spoken by approxi mately 3500 peopl e
living in 40 villages and ham ets al ong the southern sl opes of
the central cordillera of the Pegunungan Jayaw jaya (O ange
Mountains) in the Ey, Sayn, M, Yamyl, Kiynok, Ira, Mna, Be and
Yay River valleys. These valleys are |ocated between 139°50' and
140°20' eastern longitude and 4°32' and 4°54' southern |atitude



within the boundaries of the Kecamatan Kurima, in the Kabupaten
Jayawi jaya, in the province Irian Jaya ..

The Una | anguage is part of the Goliath stock level famly
(Voor hoeve 1975:18, 46, 67, 69) of the Central New Gui nea nmacro-
phyl um ( Schi ef enhovel 1977:270, 275) which is also called Trans-
New CGui nea phyl um (Voorhoeve 1975:16, 63). The term' ' Goliath
(de Kock 1912) is based on European nonmenclature ... Therefore it
has been suggested recently, on account of the linguistic and
cul tural honogeneity of the people (Schiefenhdvel 1978:2) who
live within a surprisingly |large area of the Eastern Hi ghl ands of
Irian Jaya to designate this people and their stock |evel
| anguage famly with the term' Mek' neaning 'water', analogous to
the term' k' whch is used as a nane for the neighbours of the
"Mek' to the east.

Four | exicographically distinct Una dialects were noticed:

1. Central Ey River Valley D alect

2. Northern Ey River Valley D al ect

3. Sayn River Valley D alect

4. Eastern Una D al ect

- Louwerse 1988: 1.

Real bilingual and multilingual speakers are rare. However,
it is possible that in a single village, especially one situated
near a | anguage/di al ect boundary, up to seven different
di al ect s/l anguages of nthe Mek Language Fami |y are spoken, which
are all mutually intelligible. This is, for exanple, the case in
the village of Langda, where, besides the previously naned four
Una dial ects, the Ei po, Lower Sela, and Kinyal dialects are also
spoken. This is mainly caused by intermarriage from nei ghbouring
val l eys. ...

- Louwerse 1988: 1.

The terns Yali and Yalini are used by the Grand Val |l ey Dan
to designate their (north-) eastern nei ghbours. These in turn
call their eastern neighbours Yali people. The nane Yali thus
relates to those living to the east. The termis now being used
to designate the society living east of the Gand Vall ey, and the
Yali thensel ves have accepted this designation.

- ZoOl I ner 1988: 4.

In YalTmd (the place of the Yali) there are two separate
| anguage areas. The first is called North-Ngalik (Brom ey 1967)
and it belongs to the Dani famly. It is spoken in the Landi,
Habi | i k and Upper Yahdli valleys north of the range, and in the
Kwi k, Hel uk, Seng and Sol o valleys south of the central range.
The dialects are nutually intelligible. The second | anguage
area, further to the east, is the Goliath (or Mk) | anguage

famly. It is spoken in the Erok, Thai, Saynme, Eynme and ot her
val |l eys further east and south of the range, and in the Ei po,
Tap, Naliki, Ilup and Hine valleys as well as in sone villages

east of the |lower Yahdli and al ong the Ubahak river, all north of



t he range.
- ZOl I ner 1988: 4.

Since this initial contact [in 1973] we found out that
approxi mately 3500 Una people live in 40 villages and ham ets of
the Una territory ... along the southern slopes of the central
cordillera of the Pegunungan Jayaw jaya (Oranje Mountains). The
system of valleys where the Una reside runs mainly fromnorth to
south and is situated approxi mtely between 139° to' and 140° 20
eastern longitude and 4° 32' and 4° 54' southern latitude within
t he Eastern Hi ghl ands Kecanatan Jayaw jaya, |Irian Jaya Province,
of the Republic Indonesia.

- Louwerse 1990: 3.

[ Map of Una Territory]
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Al i mson
Tabasi yk
Bobki yri yk
Tongong
Yubwa

Dor kongda
Sunt anon
At i mnva

Ni ndel er
Titirwa
Bonkok

Ti nbeyi dam
Ki yknol
Drik
Kabkab
Aliyji
Bebekl e
Lukun

Bebl eduba
Ki ynol / Ker abuk
Yuwandal ut
Wasumuj i

Ki ykmay
Yabi am u
Langda
Orseng

Laji

Ki nyal i ngda
Bont anmur

Yal ar
Kitikne
Sunbat at al a
Yai mabiy
Bonel a

Kwi | anduba



Kubi yal ar
- Louwer se 1990: 6.

*

Una (M. Goliath; Oranje-Cebergte)

POP: +/- 5,000

LOC. Eastern Hi ghlands on south slopes of main ranges west
and east of Langda

- Silzer & Hei kkinen 1984: 56.

(M. CGoliath, Oranje-Cebergte)

Mek (Goliath) Sub-Phylum Level Famly, Western G oup

Pop: 4, 600

LOC. Eastern Hi ghlands on south sl opes of nain ranges west
and east of Langda

KABUPATEN:. Jayaw | aya

KECAVATAN: Kuri ma

- Silzer & O ouse 1991: 81.

Una: 5,000 speakers reported in 1987, in the eastern
hi ghl ands, on the south slopes of the main ranges, Irian Jaya.
Also called Goliath, M. CGoliath, O anje-CGebergte, or Langda.
- Conrie 1992z: 415.

*

Eastern hi ghl ands on south slopes of main ranges east of
Korupun, west of Ngal um Bi dabuh, east Wip Valley, west of Yay
Valley. ... Simlar to Ei ponek.

- Gimes 1992: 583.

UNA (GOLI ATH, MI. GOLI ATH, ORANJE- GEBERGTE, LANGDA) ..
4,000 (1991 SIL). Eastern highlands on south slopes of main
ranges east of Sela Valley, west of Ngalum Bi dabuh, east Weip
Vall ey, Yay Valley. ... 80%lexical simlarity with E ponek.

- Ginmes 1996.

UNA (GOLI ATH, MI. GOLI ATH, ORANJE- GEBERGTE, LANGDA) .
4,000 (1991 SIL). Eastern highlands on south sl opes of main
ranges east of Sela Valley, west of Ngalum Bi dabuh, east Weip
Val | ey, Yay Vall ey, around Langda, Bonel a, Suntanon. Linguistic
affiliation: Trans-New CGui nea, Mk, Eastern. 80% | exi cal
simlarity with Ei ponek.

- Ginmes 2000.

*

The eastern nei ghbours of the Sela people live in the Yay
river valley just west of the Goliath Muwuntain, in the valleys of
the Saynne and its tributaries and in the Eynme (or Heyne) valley
system .
There are a few nore popul ated valleys further east of the
Eyne valley, in the catchnment area of the upper Eilanden river.



Not rmuch is known about those who live there. The sane | anguage
-- Una -- is spoken throughout the entire southeastern sector of
the Mek culture area. ..

- Godschal k 1993: 4.

Across the Weip river, which also functions as a | anguage
boundary, is the village of Bidabuk (1590 n). The Bi dabuk people
live far and wide on that side of the valley and even in sonme
| ocations in the Yay vall ey.

- CGodschal k 1993: 14.

*

... Nanes used in the literature are Kinyal for the | anguage of
t he Korapun peopl e, naned after one of the inportant clans of the
Erok vall ey, Kinyal; Hmanggona for the | anguage of the Nal ca
peopl e; Una for the | anguage of the people from Larye or Langda,
named after the interrogative pronoun una "what"; Ketengban for
t he | anguage in the area around Orban and Ckbab; Yal e (I anguage)
for the Kosarek people or the inhabitants of the In Valley.

- Heeschen 1998: 17.

There are two reasons agai nst mappi ng | anguage boundari es,
firstly the phenonenon of dialect-chaining, ... secondly the
smal | ness of the settled areas.

- Heeschen 1998: 18.

The territory of the Ei po, for exanple, stretches for a
maxi mum of 15 km along the Eipo river, in the east-west direction
the fathest distance is 2.5 km The extent of Kosarek, N psan,
Tanime and Binme is about the same, Nalca and Larye are slightly
|arger ... Between the inhabited areas there are i mense
stretches of uninhabited country ... Language or dial ect
boundaries woul d fake a structure that does not exist.

- Heeschen 1998: 18.

In addition to that, it happens tinme and again that speakers
of one | anguage settle in another |anguage or dial ect area,
ei ther because of marriage relations or tradi ng partnerships or
because of bani shnment fromtheir own community or conflicts with
their clan nenbers. ... Language and di al ect boundari es becone
irrelevant in everyday interaction and communi cation or they are
built up consciously, ..

- Heeschen 1998: 18.

| nstead of mappi ng boundaries | shall present the foll ow ng
diagram A plus sign (+) neans that the speakers still
under stand each other, so that their |anguages, according to the
definition, nust be regarded as dialects. A mnus sign (-)
signifies that the speakers do not understand each other, so that
they are nenbers of different |anguage groups. A question mark



means that either the speakers were not sure of their judgenent
or that | could not verify the relationship of the dialects or
| anguages. Two question-marks signify that it took the speakers
several days to get used to the |language in order to be able to
understand it. The results of the | exicostatistic calculations
of 1978 have al so been taken into account.

- Heeschen 1998: 18.

[Y = Yal e
Ni = N bsan [sic]
Ko = Konae
Na = Nal ca
E = Ei po-nek
T = Taninme
B = Bine
Ka = Kanmune
O = Orban
O = Ckbap
Kp = Kor apun
S = Sela
U = Una
Ki = Ki none]

Y N Ko Na E T B Ka O O Kp S U Ki
Y + + - - - - - - - - ? - -
Ni + + - - - - - - - - ? - -
Ko +  + + 27 - - - - - - ? - -
Na - - + - - - - - - - ?? 0?7 - -
E - - ?? - + ??7?? - - - -+ 4+
T - - - - + + 4+ + ?2? - -+ 4+
B - - - - ?2? + + + 4+ - + 4+
Ka - - - - 2?7 + 4+ + 4+ - -+ 4+
O - - - - -+ o+ 4 + - - 0?2 02
G - - - - - 0?7?27+ + [4] - -+ -
Kp - - - ?? - - - - - - + - -
S 2 2 2 2 - - - - - - + - -
U - - - - + + + + ? 0+ - - +
Ki - - - - + + + + ? - - -+

In the table above three clearly defined | anguage areas can
be made out wi thout nuch difficulty.

1. The entire East including the Southeast with Kinome; in
this area only the relationship between the Ckbab [sic] | anguage
and the ware | anguage is uncertain. According to the criterion
of mutual understanding they are different |anguages, according
to the criterion of shared basic vocabulary (85% they are nerely
dialects. This problemw || be treated further below [i.e.,

Ki nome, Kamune, Orban, ?Ckbap]

2. The Northwest from Konae up to the Yalenang. i.e.,
Konae, Ni psan]
3. The Sout hwest with Sela and Korapun. [i.e., Sela,



Kor apun]
- Heeschen 1998: 19.

Even today the outer borders of the Mek | anguages can only
be marked correctly in parts. The eastern border is probably
formed by the ranges between Kl oof and Sobger, between Ckbab and
Ok Bi and the Juliana nountains. The western borders are the
| ower Yaholi, the ranges between Kosarek and Yaholi respectively
bet ween (bahak and the upper Yaholi. ... In the North and South
the borders are lost in the far | ess densely popul ated flat | and.

- Heeschen 1998: 21.

: Ei po, Larye (Una), and Taninme form one | anguage area
according to the criterion of nmutual understanding as well as
that of the percentage of shared cognates. But what is stil
nmore inportant is the fact that the inhabitants of the three
val | eys communi cate with each other. There are many tradi ng-
partnerships and nmarriage relationships. In all of the three
val l eys the three "dial ects" are spoken. Many of the children in
Ei ponek have nothers from Tanime or Larye, learn their nother's
di al ect and also learn the Ei po | anguage in the comunication
with their fathers and Ei po-speaki ng age-mates. The rhyt hm of
acquisition of the first dialect fromone generation to the next
should follow that of marriage rel ationships; however, this has
never been docunent ed.

- Heeschen 1998: 20.

Wth sonme caution a fourth | anguage area can be singled out
in addition to the three already nentioned, namely that of the
Ei po | anguage. Here one nust always bear in mnd, firstly, that
the demarcation to the west (Nalca) and to the east (Bine) holds
good under the assunption of a m ssing network of communicati on,
of different suprasegenental characteristics, and of different
connectives and infl exional norphenes of verbs, but |ess on
account of the criterion of shared cognates, and, secondly, that
in the | anguage area of Ei po-Una-Taninme we indeed find a high
percent age of shared cognates and a network of conmunication, but
that especially this centre of the Mek | anguage area reveal s
phonol ogi cal and granmatical differences nmaking the assunption of
| anguage boundaries nore likely than that of a dial ect area.
[i.e., Nalca, Eiponek, Una, Tanine, Bine; + ??D duemma]

In the western as well as in the eastern Mek area there are

relatively | arge and honogeneous di al ect areas, the centre of
diversity, however, is situated in the nore closely limted area
bet ween Larye, Ei ponek, Taninme, and perhaps al so Nal ca.
According to the rules of dialect geography the west and the
entire east nust be supposed to have been the scene of relatively
recent mgrations, proceeding fromthe centre as their starting-
poi nt .

- Heeschen 1998: 20.



[ UNANANG]

Di e 6stlichen Nachbarn der Sel a- Mek sind di e Unanang- Mek des
Hei me-Tal es, ... Auch nach Norden Uber das Val entin-CGebirge
hi nweg zu den Hranggona- Mek des Nal ca- Tal es und nach Siuden zu den
zwW scher Brazza und Kol ff | ebenden hal bsef3haften, kei ne Mk
Sprachen sprechl enden G uppen des Tiefl andes bestehen nur
schwache Ver bi ndi ngen

- Laschi nke 1997: 283.

[ UNI ]
[ Langda, 1990]
The villagers call thenselves the KimYal; their |anguage
they call Uni. ...
- Toth et al 1992: 88.

[ M. GCLI ATH]

M Coliath is spoken on the southern slopes of Mount Goliath
to the sout h-east of Erok Valley.

- Voor hoeve 1975b: 400.

( GOLI ATH, M)

? [ speaker s]

D al ects: ?
Villages: ?

- Voor hoeve 1975f: 46.

(GOLI ATH)
... The actual location of the descendants of the Goliath pygm es
descri bed by de Kock (1912) is not known, no further fiel dwork
havi ng been done in this marginal area.

- Heeschen 1978: 4.

*

( LANGDA)
... in the centre, Eipo, Una (spoken around Langda and Larye),
and the dial ect spoken in the Tanine valley ...

- Heeschen 1992: 467.

[ shown as Mek | anguage]
- Heeschen 1992: 466 (map).

( LARYE)
| anguage of Larye, una ... 139° 55'; 4° 40
- Heeschen 1978:7.

To nmy know edge Ei ponek is the only region where ... three
wel | defined dialects are spoken, nanely Ei po, Taninme, and Larye.



- Heeschen 1978: 15.

... in the centre, Ei po, Una (spoken around Langda and Larye),
and the dial ect spoken in the Tanine valley ...
- Heeschen 1992: 467.

[ shown as Mek | anguage]
- Heeschen 1992: 466 (map).

(Oranj e-gebergte)
de Goliath- en Poll ux-pygneén.
- @Glis 1955-56: 175.

* * %



UNA -- d of EIPOVEK

UNA

UNA = LARYE d of "EI PO
UNA = LANGDA, LARYE
UNANANG- MEK

UNI

GOLI ATH PYGM ES
GOLI ATHBERG- PYGVAEN
GOLI ATH

GOLI ATH, MOUNT ?
GOLI ATH

QOLI ATH

GOLI ATH = UNA

M. GOLI ATH = UNA

LANGDA
LANGDA = UNA

LARYE
LARYE -- d of EIPO
LARYE -- d of "ElI PO

Larye -- UNA d of EI POVEK

ORANJ E- GEBERGTE
ORANJE- GEBERGTE = UNA
ORANJ E- MOUNTAI NS

TAPI RO = ? GOLI ATH

YALI = GOLI ATH (NORTH NGALI K

name)
Alinmson -- UNA
Aliyji -- UNA
Atimva -- UNA
Be Valley -- UNA
Bebekl e -- UNA
Bebl eduba -- UNA

3, 500
5, 000
4,600
Heeschen 1992
5,000 (1987)

4,000
Heeschen 1998
Heeschen 1998

Mek Laschi nke
Toth et al 1992

Capel | 1954
Sal zner 1960
Wirm 1971f |
Voor hoeve 1975
10, 000
10, 0007

Goliath (Louwerse 1978,
Western Mek (Sil zer &
Mek (Goliath) (Silzer &

Mek (Conrie 1992z)
Mek (Gimes 1996, 2000)

1997

Mek (Wirm & Hattor
Western Mek (Wirm 1982)

Conrie 1992z; Gines 1992, 1996,

Silzer & Hei kkinen 1984; Sil zer

Mek (Heeschen 1992)

&

Conrie 1992z; Gines 1992, 1996,

Mek (Heeschen 1978,
Heeschen 1978
Heeschen 1998
Heeschen 1992

Gal i s 1955-56, 1960

Silzer & Hei kkinen 1984; Sil zer

1992)

&

Capel | 1962 (Kock, Galis)

Wirm 1971f |

Z6l | ner 1988

Louwer se 1988, 1990
Louwer se 1988, 1990
Louwer se 1988, 1990
Louwerse 1978, 1988
Louwer se 1988, 1990
Louwer se 1988, 1990
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Bi dabuk -- BQOVELA UNA
Bobki yriyk -- UNA
BOVELA -- d of UNA
Bonel a -- UNA

Bonkok -- UNA

Bont amur -- UNA

Dirik -- UNA

D yngbal i yk -- UNA
Dor kongda -- UNA

EY R VER VALLEY, CENTRAL --

d of UNA

EY R VER VALLEY, NORTHERN - -

d of UNA
Ey Valley -- UNA
Ira Valley -- UNA
Yabi aml u -- UNA

Yai mabiy -- UNA
Yal mabiy -- UNA

Yal ar -- UNA

Yam yl Valley -- UNA
Yasul enyi -- UNA

Yay Valley -- UNA
Yubwa -- UNA

Yuwandal u -- UNA
Yuwandal ut -- UNA

Kabkab -- UNA
KI M YAL

Godschal k 1993
Louwer se 1988,
Godschal k 1993
Louwer se 1988,
Louwer se 1988,
Louwer se 1988,
Louwer se 1988,
Louwer se 1988,

Louwer se 1988,

Louwer se 1978,

Louwer se 1978,
Louwer se 1978,
Louwer se 1978,
Louwer se 1990

Louwer se 1990
Louwer se 1988

Louwer se 1990
Louwer se 1978,
Louwer se 1988
Louwer se 1978,
Louwer se 1988,

Louwer se 1988
Louwer se 1990

Louwer se 1988,

Toth et al 1992
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1990

1990; Silzer &
1990
1990
1990
1990
1990

1988

1988
1988
1988

1988

1988
1990

1990



Ki nyal i ngda -- UNA

Kiti kne -- UNA

Ki ykmay -- UNA

Ki yknol -- UNA

Ki ynok Valley -- UNA

Ki ynol / Ker abuk -- UNA

Kubi yal ar -- UNA

Kwi | anduba -- UNA

Laji -- UNA

Langda -- UNA / EI PO KI MYAL,
SELA

Langda -- UNA

Langda -- UNA d of EI POMVEK

Langda -- KI M YAL

Langda -- UNI

Lukun -- UNA

Mna Valley -- UNA

Mo Valley -- UNA

Ni ndel er -- UNA

Orseng -- UNA

SAYN RIVER -- d of UNA

Sayn Valley -- UNA

SAYNME = BOMELA -- d of UNA

Sunbat atal a -- UNA

Sunt anon -- UNA

Tabasi yk -- UNA

Tablam u -- UNA

Ti mbeyl dam -- UNA

Ti mbeyi dam -- UNA

Louwer se
Louwer se
Louwer se
Louwer se
Louwer se
Louwer se
Louwer se
Louwer se
Louwer se
Louwer se

Louwer se
Heeschen

Toth et al
Toth et al

Louwer se
Louwer se
Louwer se
Louwer se
Louwer se
Louwer se

Louwer se

Godschal k 1993

Louwer se
Louwer se
Louwer se
Louwer se

Louwer se
Louwer se
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1988,
1988,
1988,
1988,
1978,
1988,
1988,
1988,
1988,
1988,

1988,
1992

1988,
1978,
1978,
1988,
1990
1978,
1978,

1988,
1988,
1988,
1988

1988
1990

1992
1992

1990
1990
1990
1990
1988
1990
1990
1990
1990

Silzer & Clouse 1991
1990; Sil zer &

1990
1988
1988
1990

1988
1988

1990
1990; Sil zer &
1990



Titirwa -- UNA Louwer se 1988, 1990
Tongong -- UNA Louwer se 1988, 1990
Wasumuj i -- UNA Louwer se 1988, 1990

* * * % %
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