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Under Section 35(2) of the Copyright Act 1968 ‘the author of
a literary, dramatic, musical or artistic work is the owner of
any copyright subsisting in the work’. By virtue of Section 32(1)
copyright ‘subsists in an original literary, dramatic, musical or
artistic work that is unpublished’ and of which the author was
anAustralian citizen,an Australian protected person or a person
resident in Australia.

The Act, by Section 36(1) provides: ‘Subject to this Act, the
copyright in a literary, dramatic, musical or artistic work is
infringed by a person who, not being the owner of the copyright
and without the licence of the owner of the copyright, does in
Australia, or authorises the doing in Australia of, any act
comprised in the copyright’.

Section 31(1)(a)(i) provides that copyright includes the exclusive
right to ‘reproduce the work in a material form'.Thus, copyright
is infringed by a person who, not being the owner of the
copyright, reproduces or authorises the reproduction of a work,
or of more than a reasonable part of the work, in 2 material
form, unless the reproduction is a ‘fair dealing’ with the work
for the purpose of research or study’ as further defined in
Sections 40 and 41 of the Act.

Section 51(2) provides that "Where a manuscript, or a copy, of
a thesis or other similar literary work that has not been
published is kept in a library of a university or other similar
institution or in an archives, the copyright in the thesis or other
work is not infringed by the making of a copy of the thesis or
other work by or on behalf of the officer in charge of the
library or archives if the copy is supplied to a2 person who
satisfies an authorized officer of the library or archives that he
requires the copy for the purpose of research or study’.

*Thesis' includes 'treatise’, dissertation' and other similar
productions,



