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Foreword

In recent years, indigenous knowledge (IK) has received greater attention by the
international scientific community. Its relevance in sustainable development has beeri
stressed, and activities for its documentation and application on a broader base have
increased. Agriculture, a human practice which requires intricate and constant local
adaptation, has generated a vast array of indigenous knowledge regarding cultivation
practices, crop varieties and the environmental factors involved in agricultural
production. -

The contributions to this volume were presented at a workshop on Indigenous
Knowledge in the Conservation of Genetic Resources jointly organized by CIP-
ESEAP and CRIFC from January 30 through February 3, 1995. A number of papers
examine general and methodological aspects of the study.of indigenous knowledge,
whereas others are concerned with settings in which IK plays a significant role.
Geographically, most of these case studies deal with Irian Jaya and its tuber crops.

The genetic resources of sweetpotato are the focus of a project currently coordinated
by CIP-ESEAP and funded by the Swiss Development Cooperation (SDC). The
project’s aim is to contribute to the preservation of sweetpotato diversity in Indonesia,
one important aspect being the indigenous knowledge associated with diversity in local
cultivars. We would like to thank SDC for its support which has made the
organization of the workshop and this publication possible.

We hope that some of the concepts and data presented in this volume prove a helpful
reference to researchers and students concerned with IK, particularly in this country
possessing such great natural and cultural diversity.

Bogor, September 1995

Dr. Jiirg Schneider
Anthropologist, former Project Coordinator

Dr. Peter Schmiediche

Regional Representative

International Potato Center

East Asia, South East Asia and Pacific Region
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