








































































































































































































































































































its blessing and confidence to the Acting Secretary­
General, the Indonesian Government and the Netherlands 
Government in the implementation of all aspects of the 
agreement forthwith. 

The whole spirit of the agreement formulated into 29 
articles, supplemented by the exchange of letters and 
other annexes, is aimed, in the first place, to serve in 
the best way the interests of the population of West Irian. 
This is the foremost task of all parties concerned, both 
during the period before the takeover by the United 
Nations Administration and the short period of the 
transitional administration of the United Nations, and 
finally during the period of the administration of the 
Republic of Indonesia. 

It is the sincere aim of the Indonesian people to begin 
as soon as possible the development in all fields of West 
Irian so that the people of the territory can be emancipated 
into the social conditions prevailing among their brethren 
in the other parts of the Republic. The determination of 
the Indonesian people in this task has even gone so far 
that voluntary contributions are coming from all parts 
of Indonesia, from rich and poor alike, in witness of the 
prevailing sentiment that the development of West Irian 
should be borne by the whole of the Indonesian people 
together with the budget provided by the State. In order 
to carry out this task, the Indonesian Government regards 
it as its first duty to restore harmony within the people 
of West Irian itself and harmony between the people of 
West Irian and the rest of the Republic. This is our national 
policy set forth by President Sukarno in his speech of 
17 August of this year on the anniversary of the Indon­
esian Revolution. From within we will do our utmost to 
establish the closest harmony amongst the people of 
West Irian itself and between them and the people of the 
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other regions of Indonesia. This in itself is not a new 
thing for us, since Indonesia is constituted out of many 
ethnic and regional groupings, out of nearly 100 million 
people spread throughout 3,000 islands included in an area 
covering the map of the whole of Europe from Ireland in 
the West to the Caspian Sea in the East, people who have 
always lived in accord with the motto "Unity in Diversity". 

This is perhaps also not a new thing amongst, especially, 
the old, established nations that have achieved unity 
through diversity in the course of decades or perhaps 
even centuries of national growth. They achieved this 
during a period in which foreign intervention was regarded 
as something uncommon. Nowadays, either in the period 
of struggle for independence or after the achievement of 
national independence, the question of national unity is 
becoming a problematical issue because of outside vested 
interests. But at any rate, we in Indonesia have survived 
that period, and even the radical changes introduced into 
our national life and conceptions in adapting them to the 
requirements of the twentieth century did not too seriously 
undermine the pillars of national unity. And with the 
transfer of administration over West Irian to the Republic, 
this national unity has been completed. Basing ourselves 
upon our past experience, we are confident that we can 
establish harmony among the several regional and ethnic 
groupings within the Republic. 

On the other hand, we will not relax our alertness 
toward any effort, either from outside or from within, 
to create disharmony amongst us, and for this we are 
preparing ourselves for any kind of emergency. In this 
context we hope that the parties concerned - that is, 
Indonesia, the Netherlands and the United Nations 
Administrator - especially during the transitional period, 
will always have in their hearts first and foremost the 
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interests of the population of West Irian itself. Any 
disharmony amongst the people of West Irian itself, any 
disharmony between the people of the other parts of the 
Republic and the inhabitants of West Irian, will only 
serve to retard further constructive development in that 
area and consequently inflict upon the people there further 
sufferings. At this stage the inhabitants of West Irian 
need, first and foremost, peace and the improvement of 
their social condition through better health and better 
education. I am confident that the United Nations 
Administration during its few months of operation, 
together with the Government of the Republic of Indo­
nesia, can start forthwith in close and harmonious co­
operation, studiously aiming at the above-mentioned 
objectives. Certainly this will benefit all parties concerned, 
not the least Indonesia and the Netherlands themselves, 
in the promotion of normal relationships and co-operation. 

It is also for this purpose that I would appeal to the 
General Assembly for their full support of the draft 
resolution submitted by Indonesia and the Netherlands. 

Before leaving this rostrum, Mr. President, may I take 
this opportunity to congratulate you on your election as 
President of the seventeenth session of the General 
Assembly. Everyone knows your record of service, 
especially with regard to this body, and for this reason 
no one will harbour any doubts concerning your ability 
to guide this Assembly forward in its search for peace. 
My delegation is also very much gratified that your 
country, Pakistan, is also playing an important role in the 
implementation of this agreement by providing the neces­
sary troops for the transitional period. 
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WEST mIANESE MUST LEAD DEVEWPMENT OF 
WEST ffiIAN. 

During the final stages of the conflict with the 
Netherlands over West Irian, several West lrian stu-

i 
dents came to see for themselves what were the 
realities of the Republic. Once agreement with 
the Netherlands had been reached the same desire to 
see for themselves spread widely, and various groups 
of West lrianese came to the Republic for the same 

purpose. 
One of the first of these groups, arriving in mid­

October 1962, was addressed by Minister Subandrio in 

the following terms. 

I should like to express my gratitude to God for this 
opportunity of greeting you officially, in this official 
residence of the Foreign Minister, as the Foreign Minister 
of the Republic of Indonesia - and thus also as your 
Foreign Minister. 

When before today I have gone to New York to the 
United Nations I have felt at times that I represented only 
the Republic of Indonesia from Sabang minus Merauke, 
because we had not yet met one another. Now, however, 
and not merely because an agreement has been reached, 
I feel that the Republic of Indonesia, both de facto and 
de jure) at this very moment, and not only when the date 
of 1st May 1963 is reached, has a territory from Sabang 
to Merauke. Why is this? It is because we have met one 
another again, met one another as co-members of the 
Indonesian family, met one another as co-members of 
the state of the Republic of Indonesia, met one another 
again as comrades in arms in the struggle of the Proclama­
tion of 1945. 
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If this meeting has taken place rather late, this has not 
been the fault of our brothers in West Irian. It has been 
the fault of all of us for not being successful in restoring 
West Irian to the lap of our Mother Country as quickly 
as we all wished. It was not as it should have been that 
domination by Dutch colonialism was continued over you 
during the period of 12 years so that your sufferings were 
extended. 

I know exactly what your sufferings have been, both 
mentally and physically and what material losses you have 
suffered. I think that, in fact, we, the whole of the Indon­
esian nation, should ask your forgiveness, you sons of 
West Irian, that we did not liberate West Irian earlier 
from the shackles of Dutch colonialism. 

Indeed, saudara-saudara 'It), it was not because we did 
not want to, but because in fact our capacities have been 
very limited. It has only been in the year just past that 
the Republic of Indonesia, the 96 million Indonesian people, 
was capable of expending hundreds of millions to purchase 
arms in order that, if necessary, West Irian could be 
liberated by force. 

We have spent about a thousand million for the liberation 
of West Irian. I tell you this to indicate what our deter­
mination has been. And now that you have been looking 
around in the Republic of Indonesia, you know that this 
determination of ours is not based upon a desire to extend 
our territory, not to add to the total of our population, 
not to increase our natural resources, for we already 
possess more than enough of all these things. We were 
determined because we had sworn to the sons and daugh-

8audara-saudara: this common fonn of Indonesian address means 
"brothers" not so much in the sense of blood ties but in the sense 
of closeness of relationship. 
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ters of West Irian that we would liberate them also from 
the fetters of the Dutch colonialists in West Irian. 

We have now signed an agreement with the Dutch, 
which agreement can be regarded as a bridge to achieve­
ment of our objective, namely the liberation of West Irian. 
But what is most important is that this agreement has 
opened the possibility for you to inspect the territory of 
your Republic and also the results of your iltruggle. For we 
may not forget that the Proclamation of 1945 was also 
supported by you of West Irian and achieved thanks also 
to your struggle. That after this happened you were cut 
off from us, cut off. from the sphere of independence in 
the Republic, that was not your fault, it was the fault 
of all of us and we must bear the consequences of all the 
fault and wrongdoing. 

Therefore, saudara-saudara, I am very glad indeed that, 
through the existence of that agreement, you have been 
provided with the opportunity to look around you here. 
And I think I am not wrong to interpret your feeling and 
your thought that West Irian in fact does not enter the 
Republic of Indonesia in the future on 1st May, but that 
even now West Irian already constitutes a part of our 
Mother Country, both physically and, even more, 
spiritually. And this is not because of any pressure 
from us. 

During this visit, you wiII see only a part of our country, 
staying here only a short time. But although your visit 
may be short, you wiII be able to witness for yourselves 
that what has been propagated by the Dutch is sheer lies. 
And that is why I am so very glad that the agreement 
has given you this opportunity to see for yourselves. 
For we have no desire to make propaganda about the 
Republic of Indonesia to you, no more than we have any 
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intention of making propaganda about the Republic 
to the Indonesian nation as a whole. If the Indonesian 
nation desires to be united, this is on the basis of their 
own conviction, their own awareness, and not because of 
propaganda from Ministers, not because of propaganda 
from our Great Leader, but because of the consciousness 
of all groups, of all peoples. 

Most glad at heart and grateful to the Almighty God, 
I invite you to go and look at various parts of our country. 
As you can also see from all newspapers the whole of the 
Indonesian nation has now only one determination: to 
develop West Irian immediately. And where necessary 
to do so at the cost, for the time being, of other parts of 
Indonesia, because, as I said a while ago, we feel at fault 
and that we have done wrong to you because we did not 
liberate you earlier. Anywhere at all you will see, just 
as you see it in this room, that the people, their spirit 
aflame, have only one determination: to develop West 
Irian. 

The President has also already ordered us to prepare 
a plan so that, in a period of 5 years at the longest, our 
brothers numbering about 400,000 souls who still live in 
the jungle, and who have been preserved as long as this 
and made a show of by the Dutch to the outside world 
as a museum, as research material - that they be drawn 
from the wilds with their level of life raised to the same 
standard of living as that of us all. This is the President's 
order: 5 years at the most! We know that this is a very 
heavy task, but we are also convinced that we can get it 
done. 

Also at the President's order, I am requested to state 
here that Pa' Rumkorem is not only a West Irian fighter, 
not only a West Irian political figure, but that he has 
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also been declared by the President to be an Indonesian 
National Leader. With this announcement, I call upon 
us all, especially our brothers from West Irian, to follow 
in the footsteps of Pa' Rumkorem who in a while is going 
to unite all the sons of West Irian, not to draw up reso­
lutions opposing the Republic of Indonesia but on the 
contrary, to unite everyone to strengthen the Mother 
Country, the Republic of Indonesia. And now, when you 
have seen what are the real conditions in the Republic, 
when you have witnessed that the Dutch falsehoods are 
completely at variance from the facts, I think we can 
declare that it is not in the future on 1st May, but right 
now we have all become members of the Mother Country, 
members of the Republic of Indonesia. 

What we have now to nurture is unity, unity amongst 
you, so that we can begin development immediately. If you 
are united, if we are all united, we can show to the whole 
world too that the sons and daughters of West Irian are 
not persons who are primitives, who, when left by the 
Dutch, will quarrel amongst themselves. It is not true 
that the sons and daughters of West Irian will quarrel 
with the other sons and daughters of the Republic of 
Indonesia. This will show to the whole world that, although 
we are perhaps backward in the technical field, in the 
sphere of sentiments and civilisation, we possess high and 
noble feelings. 

Well, saudara-saudara, I truly greet you with great joy 
and am very glad that you will return shortly to West 
Irian, not to make propaganda for the Republic - as I 
said, the Republic of Indonesia does not need propaganda 
_ but to give information about the actual facts. I 
acknowledge here that we still have many shortcomings, 
we have not finished everything yet, but as our President 
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says, if over here we have been able to wipe out illiteracy 
amongst tens of millions of human beings, with that 
experience behind us we can surely attract four hundred 
thousand of our brothers who, up to the present, have 
been preserved in the wilds as a museum, even as though 
they were a zoo. 

Frankly I tell you, I wept when I saw a film in New 
York called "The Sky Above and the Mud Below". Truly 
I felt greatly ashamed. And felt I had done wrong, and it 
was this which strengthened my struggle at that time 
willy-nilly to liberate West Irian in general. For that fil~ 
showed something that could not be allowed; although 
they were being oppressed by the Dutch, I felt that it 
was my own brothers who were being made a display 
of there, being put on show to the whole world as though 
they were half animals and half humans. 

Therefore, my friends, both sons of West Irian and 
sons of the other peoples of our country, our determination 
fr?m now on is to be united - and I ask that all of you 
~Ill stand b~hind Pa' Rumkorem to unite all of the peoples 
~n We~t IrIan itself - in order that we can begin 
Immediately with development and up-building. 

You know that the policy of the Government of the 
Repu~lic of Indonesia contains no intention of taking 
anythmg at all. The sons of Indonesia whom I send there 
we equip with cars, with food-stuffs, and we have also 
built houses for them. Not because there are no houses 
there - no. I know that. But we do not want it to appear 
as though the Republic of Indonesia comes there to snatch 
and grab and to occupy houses belonging to other people. 
No. We want to show that the Republic of Indonesia 
now possesses the capacity to do things. Conditions in 
the Republic are no longer what they were in 1950 or 
12 years ago. 
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You now know for yourselves that we have a target 
and we who have struggled so long up to now, are 
convinced that we have no objectives that cannot be 
reached in that struggle. For instance, the problem of 
security, although there was foreign subversion, although 
there was the issue of West Irian, with our minds fully 
made up we were able to settle it. And I am convinced that 
the development of West Irian will not be a matter of 
ideals for very much longer but will also become a 
reality. 

In this connection, as I have said earlier, the primary 
task lies with the sons and daughters of West Irian 
themselves. The Central Government has the capacity, 
has the manpower, but those who are especially respon­
sible for West Irian are the sons and daughters of West 
Irian themselves. I do ask that this is truly appreciated 
and realised. For we are not a colonial government which 
will come there just to give you orders. Nothing of the 
kind! You must regulate things there, we will help you 
and provide capital and knowledge and experience. But 
the most important thing is that the sons and daughters 
of West lrian themselves work very hard, together with 
us - not the Government in Djakarta, and then you 
just become helpers, become house-boys. It is you who 
must show in what ways West Irian ought to be developed. 

Once more, thank you all very much for coming. 

305 



TIE IMPACT OF THE INDONESIAN REVOLUTION 
ON THE WORLD 

o~ 19th December 1962, on the first anniversary of 
~e lSsue of the People's Triple Command for the libera­
tion of West Irian, Airlangga University, of Surabaya, 
East .Java, honoured the Foreign Minister by conferring 
upon him the degree of Doctor Honoris Causa in Law. 

The text of Dr Subandrio'E: address of acceptance sub-
titled "A ContribUtion of Ideas", follows. ' 

2. \Vish to express my gratitude for the initiative taken 
by the Senate of the Airlangga University in conferring 
upon me the Honorary Degree of Doctor of Law. 

When I received the first letter informing me of this 
int~ntio~ from the Dean of the Law Faculty of Airlangga 
UmversIt~, I was rather doubtful about accepting this 
offer preCIsely because I was hardly convinced that the 
contribution I have made to the Indonesian Revolution 
has been sufficiently valuable to be honoured with this 
Honorary Doctoral Degree. 

I was also uncertain as to whether, in view of the fact 
that my duties for the State compel me to be frequently 
abroad, there was adequate time left over for scientific 
consideration in defence of the concept I have contributed 
to the Indonesian Revolution. Whilst at the present time 
I have not yet had the opportunity to make a well­
document~d presentation, either politically or SCientifically, 
of the hIStOry of the revolutions through which the 
res~ctive nations have passed, I intend to continue my 
~dies based on scientific research with regard to the 
infI~ence of the Indonesian Revolution upon the inter­
national world. 
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I am aware that the title I use may be taken as a 

groundless presumption, just as though Indonesia has 
not made sufficient material progress to have any 
influence upon the international world. 

For us, with regard to the turbulence the world is now 
experiencing, we lay the stress upon the mental changes 
which will certainly result in material changes also. In 
those mental changes, it is not only important that all 
nations reach national. independence, but also that the 
mental domination, which has economic consequences as 
well, of the clan of imperialism must disappear from this 
world. This means that the various "Pax", a pacification 
of the world in times gone by that was forced upon the 
nations of the world by a small group, such as the Pax 
Romanica, the Pax Britannica, and which more lately 
became a Pax Imperialistica (an alliance of all the coloni­
alist-capitalist states), must be completely transformed 
into a world peace based upon well-being and justice for 
the whole of mankind. 

The Pax Humanica, such as was mentioned for the 
first time by our President and Great Leader in his address 
to the Congress of the United States of America, must 
form the basis of the revolution of every nation. 

We are not going to boast about the outbreak and the 
conduct of the revolution to win national independence, 
but in the conversion of the social consciousness of the 
whole of mankind that has now become a reality in the 
sense of justice, prosperity, peace and friendship between 
all the nations - in this matter the course of the Indo­
nesian Revolution indicates that our role lies in the ranks 
of the pioneers. 

Politically, this trait is already clear, and it is to be 
hoped that in the future I shall be given an opportunity 
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to propound scientifically the influence of the Indonesian 
Revolution upon the growth and consolidation of the 
world as a whole. 

* ** 
With the end of the Second World War and the defeat 

of fascism, the states basing themselves upon liberal 
democracy emerged as the victors. Did this victory mean 
a changed way of life for the whole of mankind? Or did 
this victory only mean that the hegemony and domination 
would change hands from the hands of the old group to 
the hands of a new group? Did the Second World War 
constitute an ideological war, wherein the old conservative 
ideology was opposed by a new progressive ideology? 

In my opinion, World War IT, as was also the case with 
World War I, was purely a war to fight over the hegemony 
and domination of the world, and not an ideological war, 
such as it is depicted at times, not a war of democracy 
versus dictatorship, of people's sovereignty versus govern­
ment by one person. Possibly, seen from the view-point 
of Western states, which may be said to have dominated 
the whole world at that time, this idea has grounds for 
further consideration. The fascism of Hitler and Mussolini 
was certainly a government that was not founded upon 
parliamentarianism, whilst the allies opposing that fascism 
had the basis of people's sovereignty in their governments, 
the basis of a political party system that was reflected 
in the structure of parliament. However, for the greater 
part of the world there was no difference between the 
hegemony exerted by fascism and the domination and 
oppression that had been exerted by liberal democracy 
for centuries. For the greater part of the world, which 
then lived in the world of colonialism and oppression, 
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liberalism and fascism were both offspring of the 
imperialist parent, both of them being regard as a curse 
and defilement for mankind. 

On the other hand, it is indeed true that the terrible 
battle between the groups wanting to seize the hegemony 
of the world, gave mankind the opportunity as a whole 
to make progress in the struggle for independence and 
freedom from oppression which they had experienced for 
scores and even hundreds of years. 

The whole of Europe had been occupied by German 
fascism. The states and nations which formerly had 
illustrious positions as colonial and imperial states now 
lost their independence or had it threatened. 

After some years' experience of governments of occu­
pation by foreign dominators, they too began to be aware 
of the meaning of the loss of their national independence 
or of the meaning of the sufferings and degradation of 
life under the power of foreign domination. The cries of 
suffering which had been raised for decades by the 
colonised population of the greater part of the world with 
regard to the physical and mental miseries they had 
undergone since losing their independence, now began to 
be thought over by the imperialist states themselves in 
scrutinising their own daily life and sufferings. As time 
went by, their slogan and their will came more and more 
to be directed towards the struggle to win back their own 
independence; as time went by, they came closer and 
closer to the fate of the populations of the countries they 
themselves had colonised. They no longer considered 
themselves as delegated by God to lead mankind to 
progress; no longer did they say of themselves that they 
had a mission sacre to help the nations so far left behind 
in the use and execution of the technical civilisation. 
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They began to be aware that they were not being just 
to their colonies. They began to be conscious that, in 
principle, those colonies ought to be given freedom and 
independence, so long as fascism could be defeated, so 
long as fascism could be shattered. 

This is, I think, the special aspect which profited the 
colonised countries during World War IT. The slogan and 
the will of the colonised peoples were listened to by the 
imperialist states more than in former times. The slogan 
and the will of the colonised peoples were also the slogan 
and the will of the imperialist peoples for the smashing 
of fascism. There was born the Atlantic Charter which, 
in principle, acknowledged the right of every nation to 
freely determine their own destiny themselves. There came 
forth the words of President Roosevelt of the United 
'states of America which provided a foundation for a life 
of freedom in this world, that is, the Freedom of Speech, 
the Freedom of Religion, the Freedom from Want and the 
Freedom from Fear. Thus did the United States begin to 
return once more to the original principles of the American 
Revolution, the original principles of the Declaration of 
Independence, namely, that all men are born equal and 
should also obtain treatment suitable for men of equal 
standing. Of course, the implementation of these new 
intentions was still a question at that time, but, however 
that might be, the balance of power in the world was 
more advantageous for the forces that had all this time 
been struggling for national independence. 

It was in such a climate that we entered upon 1945 and 
that then the Western Allies won a military victory over 
German fascism. However, a part of the Western Allies 
also began to become aware that their slogans and their 
promises during the war constituted a threat to the 
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integrity of their respective imperiums. They began to 
face their downfall as colonial states from the time that 
military victory became theirs. We can sense that they 
surely wished to release themselves from those slogans 
or promises that had broken from them during the war, 
and it is even the case that Churchill himself said in this 
connection: "1 did not become Prime Minister to preside 
over the liquidation of the British Empire". 

Although the world had made great progress in intellec­
tual understanding, namely with the recognition of the 
right of every nation to govern itself, it seemed, however, 
that implementation of this idea so as to become a fact 
for every nation was still a separate struggle on its own. 

* ** 
It was in a world climate such as this that the Indonesian 

nation entered into its national revolution with the proc­
lamation of independence on 17th August, 1945. 

As the President explained in his speech on 17th August 
1961, this declaration by the Indonesian nation was foun­
ded upon two things, namely, the proclamation of national 
independence and the basis for this national life. The 
proclamation of national independence was an expression 
of the national consciousness for which virtually all 
nations have been struggling since World War IT. Besides 
this, we also proclaimed the foundations for a broader 
national life, especially covering the foundations of social 
life as well as the characteristics of mental and spiritual 
life and, also an indispensable condition, the foundations 
for international relations. 

It is possibly so that none of us were aware at the time 
of the proclamation of the depth and extent of the basis 
of the struggle of the Indonesian nation, the basis of the 
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revolution of the Indonesian nation. At that time, it was 
as if our struggle did not differ from the struggle for 
independence of other nations, whether they be called 
revolutions,or political struggles, all being directed solely 
towards the achievement of national independence. 
Especially since the Indonesian Revolution was faced with 
a physical struggle for the expulsion of Dutch colonialism, 
the incorporation of new understanding would only 
increase the burdens already being borne by the Indonesian 
people at that time. At the very least, this would reduce 
the single-minded concentration upon the foremost objec­
tive at that time, namely the expulsion of Dutch 
colonialism from Indonesian soil. 

In addition to other reasons, such as the consequences 
of Japanese occupation, it was precisely in order to 
strengthen unity of the Indonesian nation that the 
struggle at that time was founded upon the basis of 
patriotism, in face of the sole enemy, Dutch colonialism. 
Althollgh we had implanted a progressive national 
ideology in the Constitution of the Proclamation, we had 
not yet analysed or studied carefully the implementation 
of all this and the contradictions and difficulties that 
followed upon this implementation. This is the reason 
why, after the recognition of the '45 Proclamation at the 
end of 1949, it was as if we were confronted by new 
problems: a split among patriot groups. Some, feeling 
satisfied with the attainment of national independence, 
consciously or otherwise, wanted to bring Indonesia's 
independence into conformity with the victory scored by 
the Western allies. Consciously or otherwise, they thus 
favoured the restoration of the hegemony of the Western 
world which had been the backbone of international 
relations during the period prior to the Second World 
War. They did not realise that the victory of the Western 
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allies did not mean that the ultimate ideals of mankind 
had been achieved; the victory of the Western alliance 
backed up and reinforced consciousness of national inde­
pendence, but victory of the Western alliance did not 
eliminate the hegemony of one small part of the world 
over the rest. Herein lie the contradictions and the 
split that arose between Indonesian patriots. On the 
one hand there were those who were of the opinion that 
the Indonesian Revolution has only one aim, namely to 
seize national independence. On the other hand there 
were those who were of the opinion that the Indonesian 
Revolution was not only a golden bridge leading towards 
the establishment of a just and prosperous Indonesian 
society, but more than that, that it is indispensable :or 
it to make a contribution to, or be part of, the revolution 
of mankind, the characteristics of which are becoming 
clearer and clearer. 

It is not surprising that the patriotic groups that took 
a revolutionary stand during the time of the struggle to 
expel Dutch colonialism, but subsequently took a conse:­
vative or reformist stand towards new developments In 

the world, were given full support by the Western groups, 
including the Dutch. After national indep~ndenc~ had been 
achieved, they wanted to revive and contmue ~th all ~e 
conventional ideas and outlooks that had prevailed dunng 
the hegemony of pre-Second World War days. 

The contradictions within the Indonesian nation itself 
constituted a struggle of its own. These contradictions led 
to new sacrifices, including both sacrifices of life as well 
as sacrifices of property, and also suffering. 

At first, these contradictions that arose among us were 
looked upon by the world at large and also by us ourselves 
as a stupidity of our nation, as a sign that the Indonesian 
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soul was not yet mature enough, as something lacking in 
the sense of responsibility of the leaders. Only a few of us 
realised that the contradictions that had arisen among 
us were not merely personal contradictions between the 
leaders, were not contradictions between parties or groups 
struggling for power, but were contradictions arising 
out of differences of principle. One group, consciously or 
otherwise, wanted to restore the hegemony of the old 
world and the other group wanted to continue the revolu­
tionary struggle to establish a new world and wanted to 
see an end to the hegemony of the old world. 

In the end, the original ideals of the Indonesian Revolu­
tion won victory and this is why, in the past few years, 
we have been able to feel that the Indonesian Revolution 
has made certain contributions to the changes that are 
now taking place in the world. 

* ** 

The world developments outlined above have been taking 
place since 1945 and are continuing to unfold at a rapid 
pace, not only in the physical structure but also and 
especially in the world of thought and new understandings, 
abandoning conventional ideas created by the powers and 
forces of imperialism. Scores of new states have been 
born. The United Nations Organisation that started off 
in 1945 with a membership of 51 states now has 110 
members. The world, formerly afflicted with the disease 
of colonialism, has new reverted to a way of life that 
is replete with the adornments of nationalism, which 
should be adequate enough to provide the channels to 
attain justice and prosperity for mankind in the days to 
come. 
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I deliberately refer to national independence as an 
adornment because if the old hegemony persists, then 
whatever we may desire, national independence is nothing 
more than national autonomy in a sphere in which 
imperialism continues to dominat~ the world .. Whe.reas in 
colonial times we worked as coolies for a daily pittance, 
we shall, if we are not very careful, almost certainly be 
little more than national foremen when we have our 
national independence, whose task is nothing more than 
to supervise. and execute work for foreign interests. 

Of course, if we are satisfied with such a position, it 
is, by comparison with former circumstan~es, an advance­
ment in the history of mankind. We can mdeed say that 
the revolutions of various nations in the past have made 
a contribution to the structure of mankind in its strivings 
for justice and equality. 

The slogan of the French Revolution, Liberte, Egalite 
and Fraternite was a powerful social development at that 
time precisely' because life was very rigidly dominated 
by feudalism and the forces of religion. Even though the 
French Revolution broke out on a national level, its 
spiritual influence went beyond the borders of F~ce. 
Nevertheless it cannot be said that the French Revolution 
was transfo~ed into a universal revolution. This is proven 
by the fact that the French Revolution was not the final 
revolution but was followed by other revolutions. ~so 
the American Revolution assisted the struggle of mankmd 
for the attainment of an ultimate social order. The 
American Revolution, which started off as solely a 
revolution for national independence, a revolution for the 
expUlsion of British colonialism, had an even greater 
impact upon the world because of the elements of justice 
contained in the Declaration of Independence. The 
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execution of these elements of justice, which at that time 
were centred round the eradication of slavery, should be 
recorded as a valuable contribution of the American 
Revolution to the struggle of mankind. If the American 
Revolution did not redound deeply and extensively 
throughout the world this is because it developed in the 
direction of isolationism, paying little heed to the fate 
of other nations, particularly other nations in other 
continents living under colonialism. 

The last great revolution was the Soviet Revolution. 
The basis for the Soviet Revolution was the creation of 
a new social order, especially in the capitalist countries. 
For this reason, the international struggle of the Soviet 
Revolut~on has centred round the class struggle, the 
proletanan class uniting against the employers. This 
feature of the Soviet Revolution has greatly heightened 
the social consciousness of the workers. Since this 
characteristic also weakened imperialism in the colonial 
countries, it therefore automatically assisted the anti­
colonial struggle at that time. Nevertheless, already at 
that time, the anti-colonial struggle was different in 
nature from the straight-forward class struggle outlined 
by Marx in the Oommunist Manifesto and in other works 
by Marx. 

. The f~ct that Indonesia did not adopt the class struggle 
m carrymg out its anti-colonial struggle is clear in the 
writings of the great leader, Bung Karno, at that time, 
to the effect that the forces of anti-colonialism in Indo­
nesia consist of the trend of nationalism, the trend of 
religion and the trend of communism. I should like to 
stress that what Bung Karno put forward at that time 
was not merely a joining of forces of the parties, the 
party based on nationalism, the party based on religion 
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and the party based on communism, but it was referring 
to the trends living within society. 

What is the position today of the Indonesian Revolution 
as a contribution towards the ultimate social development 
of mankind? Quite frankly, the national revolution of the 
struggle of the Indonesian nation will not surpass the 
contribution made by national struggles of scores of other 
nations in the past and at the present. But precisely 
because the national struggles of these various nations 
are assisted by new events taking place in the world, a 
new social consciousness has arisen that is possessed by 
almost the whole of mankind. And this constitutes a 
new social force or a new revolutionary force that has 
never existed before in the history of mankind: 

1. As has frequently been stated by the Great 
Leader of our Revolution, the new phenomenon in 
the world today is the social consciousness burning 
deeply in the hearts of every inhabitant of the world, 
regardless of nationality, regardless of colour, 
regardless of religion. We cannot ignore this force 
as we each of us plan our struggles. We cannot 
neglect this force in our mode of thought. A struggle 
that is separated from this principle will definitely 
meet with failure, if not today, then certainly at 
some time in the near future. This is the law of the 
revolution of mankind in the present era. And 
naturally, it is also an absolute law of every national 
revolution. In other words, in order to conform with 
the universal social consciousness, every national 
struggle today must be directed towards eradicating 
the exploitation of man by man, politically, economi­
callyand SOCially. 
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2. Further, side by side with this universally­
spread and deeply-rooted social consciousness, tech­
nical advance has taken place which can increase 
production many times over in the broadest sense 
of the term so that the basic requirements of every 
person throughout the world can be met. 

Once again, for the first time in the history of 
mankind, the products of the labours of people 
throughout the world provide adequate guarantees 
for fulfilling every-day necessities. This means that 
the indispensable condition for justice and prosperity 
for us all has now been created, and it has in fact 
become a general demand throughout the world. 
Justice and prosperity for all is no longer a philoso­
phical understanding or a religious teaching as the 
Ultimate objective of us all; justice and prosperity 
for all is a consciousness and political and social 
power which can counter-balance any force of arms, 
however powerful. 

3. Further, technical progress has led to the 
creation and evolvement of such deadly weapons that 
the utilisation of these weapons will mean the 
destruction of mankind or at the very least the 
destruction of the civilisation achieved so far in the 
various fields. The Third World War will not be a 
replica of the First World War or the Second World 
War in the quantitative damage inflicted. Every 
great war in the future will be qualitatively different, 
namely destroying all forces and improvements 
attained by all of us up to the present time. This 
means that the quality of arms today makes it 
impossible to put them to use. This means that the 
quality of arms today can prevent the outbreak of 
large-scale warfare. Does this mean that local war 

can be waged without restraint? No. On the basis 
of healthy calculations, and on the basis of the 
events that we have experienced up to the present, 
it is clear that a local war cannot be prevented from 
becoming a war on a wider scale. This means that 
the indispensable conditions for physical peace 
between the nations have also been established. 

These three factors have caused all mankind today to 
move in the struggle for the attainment of the ultimate 
social ideals. All mankind is waging revolution to attain 
national independence for each respective nation, to 
implant the foundations for justice and prosperity for us 
all, and also to achieve lasting peace. This naturally means 
the realisation of friendship between the nations through­
out the world. National independence, social justice, com­
mon prosperity, peace and friendship are today laws of 
the social revolution that is moving the whole of mankind. 
These demands must be simultaneously implemented. 
Friendship cannot be achieved without peace. World peace 
cannot be achieved without prosperity and justice. And 
prosperity and justice cannot be achieved without national 
independence. This is why our Great Leader always calls 
the Indonesian Revolution a multi-complex revolution: 
"A revolution of many generations in one." This is not 
only because of our national consciousness or because of 
the demands being made by our nation, but because the 
social consciousness of mankind demands all this. 

We bring ourselves into line with the revolution that is 
now being waged throughout the world. In this way we 
are helping to preserve continuity in this revolution of 
mankind and the consolidation of this revolution. 
Indonesia is one of those nations that is conscious of the 
fact that the whole of mankind is on the upsurge and is 
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struggling to attain ultimate social objectives, and for 
this Indonesia wants consistently to render its assistance. 

The Indonesian Revolution cannot come to a stop with 
the attainment of national objectives alone, because 
national objectives can only be preserved if we have 
attained a new world structure that guarantees our safety, 
both individually and as a nation. The fact that the world 
is in a state of upheaval is clear for the nations waging 
a struggle for their national independence, for the nations 
that, having attained national independence, are continuing 
the struggle to win decent living standards, in short, for 
all those nations to which our Great Leader refers as the 
New Emerging Forces. But apart from this, the old forces 
that formerly dominated the whole world are now begin­
ning to move in order to bring themselves into line with 
the new circumstances. They too are experiencing 
upheavals, as we can see in Europe and America. 

* ** 
With the birth of the Political Manifesto, as has also 

been explained by the Great Leader of our Revolution, 
we rediscovered the original ideals of the Indonesian 
Revolution to which we set the spark in 1945. This means 
that we have returned the bases of the Indonesian Revolu­
tion to the ideals of mankind. 

Certainly, the requirements for national independence 
had begun to be firmly planted in 1945. But the require­
ments for justice, the requirements for common prosperity, 
the requirements for world peace and friendship among 
nations were still vague forces, more closely approaching 
ideals than factual forces. As I have related, the right 
to national independence was recognised and accepted by 
the old powers and forces dominating the world. But in 
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that sphere of national independence the old powers and 
forces still continued to maintain themselves for fur­
therance of their hegemony. The Pax Imperialistica in a 
new form was still a possibility for which they struggle? 
Politics in the form of national democracy as well as m 
the fo:m of international alliances; economics, in the 
form of national development as well as in the form of 
international trade; military affairs, in the structu~e of 
national defence as well as in the form of internatIonal 
military pacts - all of these could be used as to?ls for the 
old forces to perpetuate their hegemony, even m a ~orld 
composed of nations that could be said to possess national 
independence. 

On the other hand, there arose what are called "the 
new emerging forces" not satisfied with t~e achieveme~t 
of mere national independence, but wantmg to use thIS 
national independence as a foundation from whicij to wipe 
out hegemonies from any side whatever. 

It is this interpretation which we must give to the 
Political Manifesto. The Political Manifesto is not s?lely 
to evict the Dutch from the territory of the RepublIc of 
Indonesia but more than that, concretely to provide a 
still wide~ basis for the Indonesian Revolution, a basis 
for the Indonesian Revolution which has now also become 
a foundation for the revolution of mankind. It may be 
said that we have an unconventional attitude in all fields 
because we want to intercept the old ways of thought 
or old conventions launched by a small group preci~ely 
with the purpose of dominating the whole world. At fIrst, 
of course, we were laughed at, reviled, especially by the 
outside world, but at times also by groups from ~~on~st 
ourselves who still glorify all the traditions orIgma~g 
from old sources. They probably say, how can indoneSIa, 
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which as yet has no penetrating experience as an inde­
pendent state, bring forward ideas or new concepts in 
conflict with the ideas or opinions of nations which have 
savoured their national independence for centuries and 
even possess experience as world colonisers? 

My answer to these doubts is that we are grateful to 
the nations which have been able to develop science and 
technology up to the absolute requirements I have men­
tioned above for the achievement of national independence, 
justice lind prosperity, peace and friendship among 
nations. They will continue to be the pioneers of technical 
development which in future should serve the interests 
and the needs of mankind. But outside this field, I think 
there must rise and grow new conventions which will be 
the guides for the new world. In this matter, although 
Indonesia, as is also the case with other states from the 
new emerging forces, has not yet been able to gather 
penetrating experiences as a nation, especially in the 
technical and administrative fields, nevertheless the 
concepts of the new world are better understood by and 
are closer to the instincts of the developing states. 
Precisely for that reason, in the development towards 
the new world, Indonesia, as also the other developing 
and growing states, must take the initiative and must 
occupy the position of pioneer. 

It is this basis which the Political Manifesto tries to 
teach; it is not only for the needs of our National Revolu­
tion, but it is also to bring this consciousness to other 
nations which have not yet comprehended the present 
turbulence of mankind. National identity, democracy on 
the basis of new conventions, progressiveness or social­
ism based upon universal social consciousness - all of 
these are expounded by the Political Manifesto and all 
of these provide a specific foundation for the furtherance 
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of our National Revolution. Besides that, all those things 
also begin to be accepted as the basis of the revolution 
and turbulence of mankind. Certainly, as also with the 
growth of our Revolution, what is needed at this very 
moment by the world revolution is not solely assets in 
the form of money, assets in the form of machine tools. 
or assets in the form of technical cadres. The availability 
of all of these is, of course, extremely important. But 
without appropriate social and political concepts at every 
stage of growth, all those forms of wealth will be without 
avail, will be wasted and will add only to the atmosphere 
of confusion and abberation. 

These things are the services of the Political Manifesto = 

first, understanding of the existence of a revolution of 
mankind, second, adaptation of the Indonesian Revolution 
to that world revolution on the basis of the national 
identity, democracy based upon new conventions and 
progressiveness. 

The alterations in course made by various states in this 
direction and the results we have achieved indicate that 
we have indeed set our feet on the correct path in guiding 
our Revolution. 

In this way, the Indonesian Revolution has certainly 
not chosen an easy road free of obstructions. We have: 
not taken the path of safety first, filled with compromises., 
If Indonesia, and, further, other nations, were a priori 
to take an attitude of compromise it would surely endanger 
the fundamentals of the new world that are beginning 
to dawn clearly and which have never occurred in the: 
history of mankind up to today. 

In order to win this, mankind must move through "living' 
dangerously" or vivere pericolo8o~ and of course the-
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Indonesian Revolution must also move in vivere pericoloso 
fashion. 

We first struggle for and win the foundations of Indon­
esia's nation-building, in harmony with the fundamentals 
of the new world. Whatever obstructs this objective we 
~eject, we burst asunder. Only after we have firmly 
nnplanted the fundamentals of nation-building, only after 
~e fundam~ntals of the new world have been firmly 
nnplanted WIll we subsequently be able sincerely and on 
a ~de scale to heed the laws of economics and techniques 
which are also important requirements and traits for 
national development. 

This is my answer to the misgivings that Indonesia 
seems to prefer to be in a continual turmoil than calmly 
to plan development that provides material results. 

I~ is now already evident that every nation wishing to 
achieve durable and lasting progress, and, even more so, 
~ose nations which are fully conscious of the new changes 
ID the world, should first give importance to the foundat­
ions of nation-building, even if this must be done through 
many obstructions and various dangers. 

It is in this matter that the Indonesian Revolution has 
a positive influence upon the upheaval in and the struggle 
of other nations. We cannot provide the Ultimate formula 
for overcoming their difficulties, but some of those 
patterns of struggle which we bring forward will have 
th~ir. attention, and these are: giving priority to nation­
building based upon the national identity, democracy 
b~ed upon new conventions, and the progressiveness 
which we call Indonesian Socialism. 

The formulation and specification of these things are, 
of course, left to each nation, in keeping with their own 
conditions and policies. For instance, in developing our 
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socialism and democracy we also have used the heritages 
from our ancestors which still live in society: Gotong­
royong~ MusjawarahJ Mufakat - all of which are of the 
essence of the practice of our socialism and democracy. 
Besides that, we always keep our eyes and minds open, 
paying heed to and studying understandings which other 
nations or revolutions have experienced or are now 
executing. We add to the legacy of our ancestors with 
religious teachings; we add to the legacy of our ancestors 
with the Declaration of Independence of the United States 
of America; and we add to the legacy of our ancestors 
with the socialist understandings that were scientifically 
unfolded by Marx and subsequently put into practice in 
the communist countries. We incorporate all this into our 
national mould, and we develop it pragmatically, region 
by region, stage by stage. This is the reason why indo­
nesian Socialism does not yet have ready-made formulas 
with regard to questions that are frequently raised. The 
people not only implement Indonesian Socialism, but they 
also collectively give pragmatic answers to the problems 
faced by Indonesian Socialism. 

I think that this aspect of the Indonesian Revolution 
has also encouraged other nations not to copy or take 
over doctrines from others just like that, even if the 
doctrine in question has given good results. 

In the world of today, all nations have a general weapon 
with which to deal with their respective problems, namely 
technical knowledge in general, and technical equipment 
in particular. Indeed, today's technical civilisation brings 
with it a universal civilisation. For a long time to come, 
the leadership in this respect will still be in the hands of 
the nations which have already made progress. But besides 
all that, in order to attain a just and prosperous society, 
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to attain world peace and friendship, new concepts must 
be brought to life that are in keeping with the atmosphere 
and characteristics of each nation. For this, there is no 
universal formula. For this, if I may borrow the words 
of our Great Leader, there is no textbook that has been 
made ready for us. 

It is not being boastful if we draw the conclusion that 
the core of the Political Manifesto as set forth by our 
Great Leader has already become the basis of struggle 
for many other nations in giving substance to their 
national independence. The word revolution and the 
revolutionary changes which were once like a bogey to 
them are now used as respected words and deeds. Indeed, 
a revolution in words and deeds is dangerous to those 
states that want to preserve the status quo, the hegemony 
of the world under their feet. 

A powerful and strong leadership is no longer looked 
upon as a disguised dictatorship. Deviations from conven­
tional democracy are no longer looked upon as infringe­
ments of the national interest, even though they depart 
from the democratic formulas we were taught during colo­
nial times. And this is even more true since certain nations 
have experienced for themselves that liberal democracy 
does indeed open up the door to forces from outside 
working in their own interests, rather than being used 
by the inhabitants of the country in question to develop 
and consolidate the national situation. 

Seeking out and implanting a national identity is no 
longer looked upon as something chauvinistic because it is 
clear that every nation, including the large nations that are 
strong and prosperous too, base their international 
relations upon national identity and interest. And in 
particular the states that are in a process of growth and 
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have not yet consolidated their national identity will be 
overwhelmed by the national identities of foreign states 
if they just open up international channels as broadly as 
possible. 

Social consciousness, both nationally and internationally, 
is being understood more profoundly, both because of 
external events as well as bitter national experiences. 
It has become apparent that there is no national govern­
ment that can succeed in preserving itself even if it bases 
itself upon political parties and liberal general elections, 
unless it serves the social consciousness of its people. 
Many national governments obtain unlimited assistance 
from abroad but they are overthrown by their people 
because they serve the interests of a small group at home 
and a foreign group abroad. 

It is this ever broadening and deepening social con­
sciousness that is the basis of Asian-African solidarity 
which is now developing into the solidarity of the New 
Emerging Forces. Even though it is sometimes felt that 
Asian-African solidarity has now cracked because of the 
contradictions that have arisen between some of these 
countries themselves, nevertheless, in the Colombo Con­
ference that took place recently, this Asian-African solid­
arity was put to the test. The participating countries 
passed this first test and were unanimously able to draw 
up a formulation for presentation to India and to the 
Chinese People's Republic for consideration in finding a 
basis for negotiation. 

This, then, in broad lines is the influence of the Indon­
esian Revolution, the influence of the Political Manifesto, 
as our Great Leader has taught us, upon the world at 
large. We have deliberately referred to these conclusions 
only in general terms with the intention that these ideas 
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can give rise to new questions. I am quite aware that this 
general explanation will not satisfy all groups, but, on 
the other hand, a more detailed explanation would require 
rather a long time to gather together the necessary 
documentation. 

• ** 
From the explanations given above it is clear that the 

path the Indonesian Revolution has taken up to the present 
has won healthy foundations for our nation and state. 
We did not score this victory without cost. The path we 
have taken has been full of sacrifice, sometimes suffering. 
But this path that we have taken has also hardened and 
strengthened us, and this is an asset for our struggle. 
Every nation must go through this phase at one time 
or another. And the Indonesian nation which passed the 
first test has assets in the form of consciousness, national 
maturity as well as spiritual tranquility so that it need 
no longer have any fears in facing future difficulties. 
We know that the path of our Revolution is still a long 
one and we realise that this growth is not free of 
upheavals and obstructions both from at home as well 
as abroad. How shall we further appraise the path of the 
Revolution both as regards domestic interests as well as 
in its contribution to the revolution of mankind? In the 
sense of a social and political concept, Indonesia can be 
said to have made constructive contributions. But the 
time has now come to reinforce the spiritual contribution 
with a material contribution. 

From the domestic point of view, the time has come 
for us to execute the Political Manifesto in economic 
affairs, precisely in order to consolidate the foundations 
of our nation-building. This too will require original ideas. 
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Indonesian socialism in its economic implementation will 
require structures and concepts that are in line with 
present circumstances and requirements, such as thorough 
consideration about the implementation of socialist 
management, socialist control and socialist incentives. 
The law of guided economy and the features of our 
circumstances will certainly result in new formulations 
for the implementation of socialism in Indonesia. For all 
this, we must be bold in our thinking and bold enough 
to take risks. I am confident that the abilities of the Indo­
nesian nation, tested and tried in the past, will also make 
valuable contributions in the field of economic development 
to the ideas of other nations in facing their problems. 
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TOWARDS A NEW WORLD OF FREEDOM, JUSTICE, 
PROSPERITY AND PEACE 

When in India, Foreign Minister Subandrio was asked 
to deliver an address to the Council of World Affairs 
of New Delhi. The text of this address, delivered on 
1 February, 1963, follows below. 

When I was asked to speak before the Council of World 
Affairs I did not hesitate to give a positive response, be­
cause I regard it as my duty to convey Indonesia's views 
about the problems we have to face together in our present 
day world and, in particular, to describe Indonesia's 
growth in the light of our changing world. 

I kllOw that this august body has already heard and 
collected the views of many prominent persons of different 
countries about various problems of common interest. It 
is this collection of diverse views which will enable one 
to have a better understanding about the many phenome­
na which are emerging nowadays, either in the internation­
al sphere or within the context of national evolution or 
revolution. 

Never in human history have such radical changes taken 
place in the world as we have recently witnessed or are 
still witnessing now. 

We know that the Second World War not only brought 
defeat to Fascism but that it also caused definite changes 
in the thinking and mental outlook of those nations which 
dominated the pre-War world. The suffering under fas­
cist oppression and humiliation brought them to appreciate 
freedom, also for other people who were then still living 
under their colonial yokes. The Atlantic Charter and the 
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Four Freedoms of Roosevelt were the first manifestations 
of these progressive mental changes. It is due to these 
progressive mental changes that the struggle for national 
liberation and independence, which for decades, or even 
centuries, had been waged unabatingly by the oppressed 
people all over the world, has recently brought more posi­
tive and concrete results than ever before. 

This is one of the universal processes which unavoid­
ably creates turbulence, even up till now. The shake-up 
of the world goes even deeper than the mere physical 
appearance of newly independent nations everywhere on 
our globe. 

This national independence has released such tremen­
dous social forces, with such a great impact upon the 
world that few of us could ever have expected it before. 
It is true, the votings of these newly independent nations 
are often reflected in international bodies such as at the 
United Nations or at other international conferences. But 
what is more, the social consciousness and the indepen­
dent mind of the man-in-the-street everywhere, however 
poor he may be, reflecting the concrete existence of a 
sudden additional thousands of millions of human beings 
who have been voiceless before, marks the end of the 
hegemony of the mental structure of the old world. This 
is the most important factor for the elimination of old 
established norms and standards prevailing amongst the 
ruling few of nations and applied as a law for the whole 
world, a law in the sense of moral law, in the sense of a 
law of justice or as a law based upon physical power. 

I am aware that these changes are regarded in some 
quarters as anarchy or as conditions resembling the law 
of the jungle, disrupting the enforcement of old establish­
ed treaties. Well, if the unsettled conditions of our pre­
sent day world as a process of growth are regarded as 
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anarchy, then, surely, this is because of the equal rights 
and equal opportunity of every world citizen, backed by 
sufficient force to fight for his existence as a decent 
human being. It is certainly not the anarchy based upon 
greed and the lust for power of the ruling few of nations 
imposed upon the rest of the world. 

I know that what I am saying here is regarded as trite 
and commonplace. I only want to emphasise that the re­
lease of those thousands of millions of social forces does 
not constitute only the emergence of independent nations, 
does not arouse only the rising demands for economic 
betterment, but, and this I want to emphasise, it certainly 
does introduce new norms and standards in terms of ra­
tional thinking, diverging from and even in conflict with 
the old traditions which have ruled the world for so 
many centuries. What one nation thinks today will not 
necessarily be followed by the whole world within the 
day of tomorrow. 

In saying this I am fully conscious of the fact that, 
however great the impact of these social forces may be 
in the social, political and moral fields, the physical in­
fluence of economic strength based upon technology and 
advanced science is still in the hands of nations which had 
already laid down the foundation of their progress centu­
ries ago. One even often hears the slogan 'Once developed 
the progress will be by leaps and bounds; once under­
developed, relative underdevelopment will always remain.' 

I do not know how this slogan is appreciated and eval­
uated in this prominent institution of the Council of 
World Affairs. I myself am confident that, provided they 
embark upon the right path, all the newly emerging nations 
will soon grasp the essential knowledge of technology 
and science which is required in order to initiate and 

332 

sustain their economic growth. This is not a matter of 
"if" but more a matter of "when" and even this "when" 
will draw nearer if we embark upon the right path in our 
national approach towards the problem, and if we are 
fully conscious about the changes which have taken place 
and are still taking place in the physical and mental world 
structure. Technical and scientific thought, as has been 
proved by many instances recently, is a universal art 
within the reach of everybody. 

On the other hand, one should not underestimate the 
strength and the cohesion of the huge national economic 
forces combined into cartels, which are aimed at seeking 
a new type of world domination and hegemony. Some­
times one already hears faint indications about this. In 
order to avoid any attempt at world domination by a 
group of nations through their economic strength, it is 
essential that there should be a close understanding and 
a feeling of solidarity among newly emerging nations, 
backed by their respective social forces. I do not mean 
to say at all that this feeling of solidarity should be direc­
ted in a hostile way against any particular nation or 
group of nations. But it is our task and duty to contrib­
ute towards the right direction of word development in 
establishing justice, prosperity and peace. 

We cannot escape from this obligation. This feeling of 
solidarity is an essential complementary factor to all the 
phenomenal achievements in technology and science. This 
feeling of solidarity of the newly emerging forces is a 
prerequisite component beside the accumulation of tre­
mendous economic wealth by a few nations, if we are de­
termined to keep world development away from any kind 
of domination and hegemony. 

Never before in human history have there been es­
tablished the universal conditions for the concrete 
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achievement of freedom, justice, peace and prosperity for 
everybody and every nation, as we observe at present. 
Now, at last, it has been made possible to transform into 
living social and political realities, those notions which 
have always existed in the realm of philosophy and relig­
ion. What, then, are those conditions? 

Firstly, the new social consciousness for equality, free­
dom and justice for the overwhelming majority of man­
kind has put the strength of that multitude at the dis­
posal of the continued struggle for emancipation of all 
nations. 

Secondly, the tremendous technical and scientific pro­
gress achieved, which if discreetly exploited could pro­
vide sufficient food and clothing for the entire population 
of the world. 

Thirdly, the development of nuclear arms and missiles 
which are gradually coming to be regarded as an effec­
tive deterrent for the adventure of war as a way of solv­
ing disputes between powerful states. 

These three conditions, which are becoming stronger 
and more widespread day by day, should convince us that 
world development has reached a stage of revolutionary 
changes never before attained. These aspects of the world 
revolution should always be the guiding principles, 
whether in our own national development, or in our inter­
national relationships. 

In this world revolution the role of the newly emerging 
forces is positive and decisive. This means that occasion­
ally we have to take the risk of being unconventional, in 
thought as well as in action. If not, we will be inclined 
to accept the role of those with technological, scientific 
or economic superiority as being the conceptual guidance 
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and strategy, either for our national development, or for 
the shaping of the international structure. Through doing 
this, willy-nilly, we will return to the state of domination 
of the pre-War world, even amongst nations with full 
political sovereignty. 

Whereas in technology and science the old established 
forces will be our common teachers, in the struggle for 
the ultimate social conception we should not lose the ini­
tiative to remove all obstacles and barriers in order to 
achieve that goal. In this it will be essential that we 
should always independently and originally develop our 
own ideas. To be frank, in this field no text-book will be 
put at our disposal, which either in general directives or 
in detail will provide us with the essential ingredients in 
the development of our thoughts. 

This is also a problem which we can surmount only in 
a collective way. Collective in the sense that there is a 
feeling of solidarity in facing the biggest international 
problem of our age constituting a Revolution of the whole 
of mankind, and secondly collective in the sense of a pro­
found understanding that our national development, either 
evolutionary or revolutionary, should become part and 
parcel of the world Revolution as a whole. Our thoughts 
and actions in the national sphere should certainly not 
contradict the trend of the process towards the shaping 
of a new world structure. No nation nowdays, be it Ame­
rica or the Soviet Union, in facing what they regard as 
the biggest international problem can stand alone if they 
want to get positive results in their struggle. And certain­
ly none of the newly emerging nations can stand alone 
in contributing positively towards the consummation of 
the Revolution of Mankind, towards a world of freedom, 
prosperity, justice and peace. 
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I have repeatedly stressed these points, for sometimes, 
due to our preoccupation with the daily domestic prob­
lems, because of the foreign aid we need for our econo­
mic development and technical advance, we tend to forget 
the common ideas and the common struggle which still 
bind us together. In the elimination of the physical 
domination of the colonial power, we instinctively rally 
together against the common opponent. But now that 

we have achieved independence we sometimes ignore the 
fact that our national purpose can only be attained and 
preserved in a world without hegemony or domination 
of any kind whatever. If we restore, consciously or un­
consciously the pre-War hegemony, perhaps in a different 
cloak, our national independence will bring us only misery 
and humiliations not far different from those of the old 
colonial days. In the pre-War days and even now, we have 
seen many examples of this kind. 

In fostering our common understanding and common 
struggle in the world development which is essential for 
the preservation and promotion of our national interests, 
we should always keep abreast of the mental changes 
which are continuously taking place in the external world 
as well as in our own respective countries. 

Let us take, as an example, the established pattern of 
democracy in practice which was formerly a monopoly 
of the Western countries. Formerly, any deviation from 
this traditional pattern was regarded as undemocratic or 
dictatorial and consequently should sometimes be under­
mined and eliminated as such. Nowadays, after hard 
struggle and the necessary sacrifices the diversity of 
democratic forms has been accepted and their practice 
tolerated. 

336 

As has been shown in the past, it is the newly emerging 
nations which, though technically and economically un­
derdeveloped, are pioneering these mental changes of 
progress. They have to face retaliation and subversion, 
organised by old vested interests, but due to their cour­
age, perseverance and sacrifices they are making head­
way and gradually their thoughts prevail. For that we 
have to thank those nations and those people who, as 
independent nations, are subordinating their material 
progress and their material interests for the sake of 
greater principles, that is, that social conceptions for 
nation building and for the building of a new world should 
not be dictated by forces which thrive upon colonial and 
imperial exploitation. 

I know, it was not easy to stick to those principles, 
especially since the acquisition of national independence 
immediately released the rising demands of their own 
people. In this light, those principles may seem immater­
ial, and without firm and experienced leadership they 
would certainly not get the popular support of the res­
pective peoples. 

It is also in this context that many countries stick to 
the policy of non-alignment because they maintain the 
view that the war of ideology, though perhaps involving 
the most powerful nations on earth on either side, does 
not necessarily constitute the biggest problem of mankind. 
This does not mean that they are indifferent towards any 
ideology. No. It is because they are initiating and deve­
loping their own national ideology of a progressive nature. 
With this progressive ideology they want to sustain their 
contribution to the world revolution. 

With this progressive national ideology they want to 
solve their own domestic problems. Though sometimes 
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subjected to all kinds of pressures by the Big Powers 
they never give up those principles w~i~h are based. on 
their own national identity. This recogmtIon of non-alIgn­
ment and national identity is also a great achievement 
of these years after World War ll. It was also attained, 
due to the tireless and unflinching efforts of some nations 
and the necessary sacrifices they had to make. They de­
serve not only our respect, but also the tribute of the 
whole world. 

Whereas technical, scientific and material improve­
ments have been initiated by the old established nations, 
mental changes for new and radical conceptions have been 
pioneered and at length consolidated by the newly emerg­
ing forces, impoverished though they may be. The victory 
of those principles is not only fundamental for our future 
development as newly independent nations, but surely 
this victory also means a big advance in the history of 
mankind. 

In saying all this, I wish to stress, though, that dif­
ferences in our respective national approaches towards 
domestic problems should not antagonise us against one 
another. It certainly should not develop into a conflict 
between ourselves. 

After the achievement of political independence, many 
countries, some of them with the additional determination 
to fight for the victory of new universal progressive prin­
ciples, are also faced by local conditions and the remnants 
of the colonial past which, at least in the transitional 
period, will colour all their activities, if not their thoughts. 
In general all those countries, reflecting the desire of their 
respective peoples, have the same aim and ambition, which 
means that national independence should become the 
golden bridge towards economic and social betterment, and 
towards respectability as human beings. On the other hand, 
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either the remnants of their colonial past or local condi­
tions do not always facilitate the release of those people 
from their colonial bondage in all its manifestations. In­
stead, they have to maintain their dependence in the eco­
nomic and military field, though, on the surface, they 
have obtained full political sovereignty. 

In saying this I am not at all passing judgement which 
would derogate the position of certain nations. I only want 
to point out that in the development towards fulfillment 
of the national purpose, the newly independent nations are 
not on the same levels of progress. 

If well understood, this situation also should not jeopar­
dize our common purpose. 

In this context, we in Indonesia are following a rather 
different process than that enunciated by other nations. 

The fact that national independence was preceded by 
the Japanese occupation period and intermittent and 
bloody war against the Netherlands, forced us to take a 
more radical attitude, both in relation to the ex-colonial 
power as well as in the elimination of the remnants of the 
colonial administration, with its vested economic and po­
litical interests. From the very beginning we followed the 
path of revolution, uprooting obsolete conceptions and re­
placing them with new progressive ideas. As with all 
revolutions it has its ups and downs, sometimes even with 
a narrow margin of survival. 

The more so with the Indonesian Revolution, since to 
be frank, the whole pre-War independence struggle did 
not prepare itself for the revolutionary path towards 
national independence and its process of growth thereafter. 
A clear-cut national progressive ideology and a firm 
national leadership as th~ prequisites of a national revolu­
tion in the modern age, were not yet established. Instead, 
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the social system was based upon a multi-party system 
(like that in the Netherlands itself), performing the liberal 
parliamentarian democracy. Especially after the recogni­
tion of independence in 1949, the lack of means to execute 
the aims of the Revolution was badly felt and the decline 
of the revolutionary elan was becoming more apparent 
and the confusion wide-spread. In addition, our continued 
conflict with the Netherlands about the West Irian pro­
blem remained the source of subversion, aggravating the 
contradictions within the Revolution itself. 

Meanwhile, the Revolution had formulated its basic 
ideas. In the first place, the national progressive ideology 
must be crystallized, second, there must be one well-estab­
lished national leadership, third, the national identity. 
which for so many centuries had been suppressed, twisted 
and deformed, should be rediscovered and reborn in order 
to assert itself as a prominent factor in the national Revo­
lution. Fourth, complete territorial integrity must be given 
the highest priority. Fifth, the national economy, which at 
the time of the recognition of independence at the end of 
1949 was for ninety percent under foreign command, 
should be reversed so that the national Revolution could 
command the economic forces in their entirety. 

These basic ideas, which simultaneously had to be trans­
formed into national forces, should become the means of 
the Revolution in the fulfillment of the aspirations of the 
common man. 

Meanwhile, economic development still continued and 
the First Five-year Plan started in 1956. Especially the 
educational field, the combat of illiteracy has been given 
great attention, but the highest priority has been given 
to establish the solid social foundations of a nationhood. 
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It was certainly not an easy task. Adverse forc~ fl"Qm 
within, in the form of counter revolution combin~ .with 
the subversive activities from without, not only were 'aim­
ed at frustrating the Revolution, but more thal\ thati .the 
final thrust was directed towards disintegratiQI\ Qf.· the 
unity of the many thousands of islands of IndOl\esj~and 
their division into several independent states. That Waq the 
biggest test the Republic of Indonesia has ever f~ed. We 
passed that test. The rebellion, more or less widespread 
over the whole of Indonesia, provided with arms from out­
side, was decisively crushed, not only by the profeSsional 
soldiers, but more so by the militancy and patriotlsrit of 
the common man everywhere. Without the loyalty of this 
latter group to the proclamation of the Republic of· Indo­
nesia we could not have survived that period. After all, ·it 
was not merely a test of the military capacity of. the Re~ 
public of Indonesia, but in the first place it was a test of 
the political consciousness, a test of the political maturity, 
a test of the national militancy of th~ Indonesian~ple. 
We have gone through that ordeal with a .bold spiIit l>e~ 
cause we are conscious of the fact that sooner or later the 
unity of Indonesia woulJ be tested, as we have obS~rVed 
similarly during the process of growth of any country of 
substantial size and of SUbstantial population. 

We have been tested because we want to stand upon our 
own feet, because we want to develop our own national 
identity, because we want to give the people a national and 
progressive ideology which we call Indonesian Socialism. 

[ 

As I said, we crushed the rebellion, but not only that, the 
basic ideas of the Revolution, which I have enumerated 
before, had been formulated in clear wordings and pro­
claimed to the people. In addition, the balance of the 
national economy and foreign enterprises has been revers-
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~ ·So that more than 80 per cent of the Indonesian econo­
my· is in Indonesian hands, either public or private. We 
regard all these as a great asset for the continuous struggle 
of the Indonesian people. A great asset for the completion 
of oUr Revolution. Last but not least, the explosive pro­
blem' of West lrian has been solved in principle. With this 
completed, Indonesia's nation building has a solid political, 
economic and social conceptual foundation. 

This we regard as very essential upon which any tech­
nological and scientific progress should rest. From the very 
beginning we have always claimed that Indonesian develop­
ment towards nationhood is not in the first place a matter 
of capital or technical knowledge, but that the establish~ 
ment ·of a clear-cut political, social-economic conception 
is a prerequisite for any further growth towards perfec­
tion,. miciency and improvement of living standaros. It 
is true that national independence achieved in the twen­
tietheentury can greatly benefit from technological and 
scientific advance, but on the other hand this is also an 
age in which foreign big powers have ample means and 
strengths to interfere, directly or otherwise, in the affairs 
of developing countries, so that uncertainty or timidity 
with regard to the social foundation of the state will be­
come the immediate objective for creating national insta­
bility. 

I have· put my thoughts before this Council of World 
Affairs in rather general terms, because once I enter the 
details of the problems it would require many hours of 
further discussion. I am also aware that some of you, or 
even many of you in this Council, are harbouring different 
thoughts or principles, either in your approach towards 
domestic problems or in :rour appreciation of international 
relations. As I said in the very beginning, my remarks 
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were meant to enrich the collection of this COllllCil of 
W orId Affairs of the basic ideas upon which new nations 
are developing their nationhood. I personally am always 
interested, and fascinated, to study the mental develop­
ment of our sister-countries. Even if I differ with their 
mental approach and conclusions, the contact with their 
thoughts is always inspiring for the further development 
of our own national concepts. After all, most of these 
thoughts are the product of original thinking, perhaps in 
experimental forms, and certainly not yet perfect, but 
nonetheless a product of bold thinking. 

I hope that my remarks this afternoon are of value to 
the Council. We in Indonesia are always closely watching 
Indian developments, not in terms of sensational news as 
published in the papers, but especially, more in terms of 
new fundamental thoughts and conceptions which, we be­
lieve, mark the vitality of a new nationhood. 
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THE PRESS AS AN INSTRUMENT OF STRUGGLE 

A nwnber of Asian and African journalists gathered 
in Djakarta in February 1963 in order to prepare for 
the First Asian-African Journalists Conference later in 
the year. At the reception marking the opening of this 
preparatory conference, held on the evening of 10 Feb­
ruary 1963, Dr Subandrio spoke as follows. 

On behalf of the Gove:cnment may I welcome all partic­
ipants to the Preparatory Conference of Asian-African 
Journalists, especially those who have come from abroad. 
The Government is giving its fullest assistance in order 
that this conference may achieve the best results, so that 
the main conference of Asian-African Journalists can be 
convened in the near future. 

The Government regards this conference as very im­
portant, and certainly it does not consider it to be just a 
private matter for the journalists alone. In fact, the Indo­
nesian Government believes that this conference is no less 
important than an Asian-African conference at govern­
ment level. 

In the present struggle both in the national and in the 
international fields, as instruments of the newly emerging 
forces, the government, the forces of society and the voice 
of the press cannot be separated from one another. Indeed, 
in the past, integrity of government, the forces of society 
-and the voice of the press was given the greatest atten­
tion and has been closely nurtured, both in the national 
sphere and as international solidarity, especially among 
'the peoples of Asia-Africa who are still suffering physical­
:ty under the yoke of colonialism. Instinctively and emo-

tionally, even without rational thought, we have all felt 
very close one to the other in defending our common in­
terests. It was felt at that time that solidarity was so 
profound that it sometimes appeared as a common tie of 
life. However strong the policy of divide et impera of the 
imperialists-colonialists might be, whether they sought to 
apply it within one nation or whether they directed it 
against the relationships between nations, it was not suc­
cessful at that time, precisely because solidarity was based 
upon the most profound consciousness and conviction, be­
coming so closely knit together that it could not be divided. 

Now, almost all struggles for independence have been 
successful, in the sense that the greater part of the colo­
nised peoples have already freed themselves physically 
from the chains of colonialism. With the achievement of 
this stage of the struggle, there have emerged differences 
in evaluation and consciousness, both in the national as 
well as in the international fields. Needless to say here 
that, of course, the colonialists have increased their efforts 
to preserve their interests in the hegemony of the old 
world and also in the new world structure, wherein the 
scope of international relations has been widened with 
the emergence of about sixty new national governments 
which formerly had no voice at all. 

These two factors have resulted not only in the weak­
ening of solidarity amongst Asian-African peoples, but, 
even more, have caused conflicts to increase and become 
deeper. between the Asian-African nations. 

Let us examine this problem a little further. In the strug­
gle for the physical and political eviction of the colonialists 
from colonised regions, we all have great and profound 
experiences. In this we all deserve appreciation and res­
pect. The methods we used may have been diverse and dif-
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ferent, but our sincerity, our determination, our sacrifices 
of blood, of earthly possessions, and our sacrifices of the 
human lives which were the backbone of that struggle, 
were of the same order a.r.d quality. In this respect, we In­
donesians do not venture to boast as though our struggle 
were superior to that of any other peoples. On the con­
trary, we respect the several nations who have managed to 
forge such a unity of national spirit that they reached 
physical superiority in confronting the colonialist-imperi­
alist forces. 

However, it is becoming clear that after the achieve­
ment of de jure national independence the differences in 
assessment of the task ahead have also created differences 
in the national and international consciousness. In the 
first place, it has been forgotten that the national strug­
gle for independence and the achievement of national in­
dependence by several thousand millions of human beings 
constitutes a new phenomenon, releasing tremendous 
social forces never to be met with before in the history 
of mankind. 

Irrespective of our likes, the social forces emanating 
from the development of national independence will trans­
form the norms of the old world which was based on the 
characteristic of hegemony - whether in the mental and 
political or in the economic and military sense - of a 
small group of nations over the majority of mankind. 
This hope is, of course, based on the consciousness of 
these new social forces in the fulfillment of their respect­
ive tasks, which is not the mere political achievement of 
national independence alone. They should also be fully 
aware that the further development of this national in­
dependence in the direction of justice amongst nations. 
in the direction of prosperity for all, in the direction of 
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world peace, can be effected only if the hegemony of the 
old world in all its manifestations is_eradicated from the 
face of the earth. Therefore, as a matter of course, the 
elll:er~ence of a new hegemony, in any form whatsoever, 
must, also be prevented. . . . , 

We have to admit frankly that this consciousness is 
not yet so widespread amongst us. Even more, amongst 
us there are at times those who feel that they are nation 
arrivee through having replaced the colonial government, 
through having replaced colonial institutions by national 
institutions in the sense of a mere replacement by nation­
al office bearers only. We feel satisfied already athav­
ing de jure independence wherein we have a national 
government, a parliament, political parties, and in addition 
wherein, with gatherings in international forums, we can 
express opinions in apparently independent fashion. 

The fact is forgotten that de jure national independence 
is only a bridge towards a goal, a point from which to 
continue the struggle, nationally as well as internationally. 
The fact is forgotten that even in times past, the integrity 
and solidarity of the oppressed peoples we now call tithe 
newly emerging forces", formed the absolute cond,ition 
for the achievement of positive results in every one of 
our endeavours. The fact is forgotten that if we 'struggle 
each by ourselves, with no rapport between us, this can 
cause only splits amongst us in facing our common ideals. 

This is why Indonesia constantly urges solidarity 
amongst the peoples of Asia and Africa. This is why In­
donesia recommends thoa convening of meetings at all 
levels amongst Asian and African nations. 

Our national struggles are not yet finished. Our inter­
national struggle for eradication of the old hegemony and 
for the prevention of the emergence of a new hegemony 
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is not yet finished. And in this regard, the national strug­
gle ~nd the international struggle are closely intertwined 
and cannot be separated the one from the other. 

Further, neither must we forget that our independence, 
the new independence of approximately 60 nations in ad­
dition to the complete freedom now enjoyed by nations 
who formerly dwelt in a semi-colonial state, also consti­
tutes an absolute condition for growth towards a new 
:world. Probably, for all of us it is taken as a matter of 
course that technical advancement, economic ability and 
mate~al ~ealth in abundance are important foundations 
~or' the progress of the world. ., 
, It should be stressed in this context that the new social 
strength, the social strength based on the national inde­
pend~nqe. of several thousand millions of human beings 
is a~ an absolute factor for achieving the creation of a 
new world. The technical and material strength of the old 
w~rld. . ~d . the social strength of the present day world 
fo~·(wo.complementary conditions, form two component 
parts, . wbich absolutely must work together if we are to 
proceed 'tOwards a new world based on freedom, prosper­
ity,.)us~i~e and peace. 

Why must it be so? The social strength of the newly 
independent states or, in general, the developing states 
which we. usually call "the newly emerging forces" are 
component parts of all progress of the new world. Of 
courSe, Someone will ask, is this really true? Precisely if 
we were in physical-economic competition, or in technical­
physical or scientific competition, we do not yet possess 
real significance in the world. I myself have to admit this 
fact. However, the development of the world today may 
not be determined solely by physical strength, be it eco­
nomic, technical or scientific. The development of the 

348 

world must be determined by the ideals of mankind as a 
whole. And for the first time in the' history of mankind~ 
these common ideals have already become the profoundly­
felt consciousness of the newly emerging forces. This 
strength is a real force, it is a living force, which is of no 
less value than the material and technical strength of 
those nations which hav~ been independent for centuries. 

This strength of the newly emerging forces is the 
source of growth in the direction of the new world. This 
strength of the newly emerging forces must be the guide, 
must be the pioneer of growth towards a new world which, 
willy-nilly, will also include the development of our 
national independence. With regard to technology and 
science, especially as instruments for economic growth, we 
should learn as muchas possible from the highly-developed 
states, but we should never lose the initiative as vanguard 
and guide of growth towards a new world. 

If not, then, even while possessing national indepen­
dence, we will continue to live in poverty, subjugation and 
humiliation. Examples of this state of affairs are num­
erous, both from the pre-war period as well as at the 
present time. Independent or not, if ever we tolerate a 
group of nations to dominate the world, whether mentally 
or materially, then, whether we like it or not, we will 
return to the hell of humiliation and oppression. 

The problem we face at present is, therefore, far more 
comprehensive than the problem of the cold war, which 
is so often played up. The problem we face at present is 
not solely the ideological war that through all media of 
communication - whether press or radio and television 
- is being thrust upon the whole world. It is not that 
wc are indifferent with regard to some ideology. No. We 
ourselves are at present developing our own national 
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ideologies on the basis of our national identities, on the 
basis of our social structures, which we call a progressive 
and just ideology. 

Further, the problem we face at present is far more 
comprehensive than the problem caused by the fact of our 
backwardness in technical and economic matters. There 
is no less importance in the problem we are facing at pre­
sent, and that is the eradication of the old hegemony, 
prevention of the emergence of a new hegemony, and 
the pioneering of new concepts both for national as well 
.as for international development. 

What then, in this context, is the function of the press, 
the function of newspapers? Will it still be so that news­
papers are only media for the expression of freedom of 
thought alone? Or should newspapers be media for the 
-national and international struggle I have mentioned? 

In the meaning of "freedom of thought", of course, the 
_interest of the press of the old hegemony have a complete­
ly different aim than the ideals of the newly emerging 
.forces. They are out to maintain their old position; they 
are out to defend their hegemony in all fields. And if we 
do not face this firmly on the basis of collectivity and 
solidarity, then surely we will not be able to withstand 
their press hegemony, for their equipment is more perfect, 
their capabilities and experience are wider so that it can 
-be predicted in advance that we will be invaded by 
trends of thought that are in conflict with the require­
ments for the new world. All this can be achieved on the 
basis of the slogan: Freedom of the Press. 

It follows that we must first of all determine that our 
press is an instrument of the struggle for national inde­
pendence, an instrument of the international struggle, 
an instrument of the struggle for justice, an instrument 
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of the struggle for prosperity, an instrument of the strug­
gle for peace. It is within this context that we may, nay, 
we must, develop our thought freely for the sake of pro­
gress. We must take care that, in exercising the right of 
freedom of the press, we are not trapped into engaging 
in activities capable of preserving the old hegemony or 
of supporting the growth of a new hegemony, s.ince by 
doing so we would create conditions of dominatIOn and 
humiliation for ourselves. By doing so, we would only 
delay or even kill our own national development. 

It is true that the press as a whole, no matter what 
country it may come from, has one common basis, namely, 
freedom to think and to write. However, the press from 
the part of the world that still has a significant influence 
upon daily life in general, both nationally and internation­
ally, does not have the same aim. They do not fight ~or 
national independence, since their nations have been ID­

dependent for centuries past. They are not the instru­
ments of a struggle for common prosperity, for they 
enjoy a prosperous existence based on the poverty of 
other peoples. They do not fight for justice, for they 
feel that this world serves only their interests, if need 
be, through the suppression of other nations. They are 
not the instruments of the struggle for peace that can 
be felt by communities in general everywhere, since they 
feel that they can impose physical peace through strength 
and power, both armed and economic. 

In presenting these things, possibly I am exaggerating 
somewhat. Possibly the strength of the old hegemony and 
the strength of the newly emerging forcese have at pre­
sent already reached a new balance; possibly there are 
some ex-colonial governments which now take a more 
progressive attitude. But close study will show that the 
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press of the ex-colonialist states still takes an imperialis­
tic and reactionary attitude, not very different from that 
of the past. And its voice is still loud throughout the 
world. 

We all know how a foreign correspondent based in 
Singapore can write articles and analyses on Indonesia 
that are widely disseminated in Europe and America, 
whilst such a correspondent has at times never set foot 
in Indonesia or, at the most, has made only several brief 
visits to Indonesia. This article is of course taken to be 
reality by readers in Europe or America, because it can­
not be expected that other foreign correspondents who 
know Indonesia better will refute those analyses. Neither 
can it be expected that denials or corrections from Indo­
nesia itself will be published by the newspapers concerned. 
This shows that what is called Freedom of the Press is 
a notion that is very relative. Especially the Western 
press, which is still strong and in a commanding position, 
does not show the slightest desire to report objectively 
on the situation in Asia and Africa. Even less can it be 
expected that they will disseminate the new ideas now 
alive in Asia-Africa. 

Conflicts of interest on a global scale have far greater 
influence on the hegemony of the Western press than the 
basis of press freedom to bring forward sound and con­
tructive thoughts on the situation in Asia and Africa. This 
is an obstacle that we must overcome if we are to be true 
to our national ideals, to international ideals leading to­
wards the establishment of a new world based upon free­
dom, justice, common prosperity and peace. And all the 
more if news in the Western press hegemony has influence 
in the states of Asia-Africa. This can mean that all news 
in the Western press about Asia-Africa is taken to be 
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reality. This can mean that the headlines in the Western 
press that reflect a specific concept become headlines also 
in Asia-Africa. 

I mentioned earlier the foreign correspondents in Singa­
pore who were writing about Indonesia. Besides this I also 
often read reports from foreign correspondents residing 
in Hongkong who write about the Philippines. Through 
these examples I want to show that Freedom of the Press 
can be used as a tool to suppress the struggle for indepen­
dence. Freedom of the Press can be used as a tool to sup­
press the growth of technically and' economically under­
developed countries towards prosperity, justice and peace. 

This means that, although we may have to live side by 
side, the imperialistic press has nothing in common with 
the press that reflects the voice of nations who are fight­
ing to develop themselves. Do not expect that their free­
dom of press leads to objectivity and justice. What is 
more, never allow them to compete freely and unrestric­
tedly against the growth of our way of thinking, because 
unprotected competition with them is like the beggar com­
peting with the rich man, is like an illiterate competing 
with a scholar, is like a person physically weak competing 
with one physically strong. As also in the case of building 
nation and state we must protect those persons or groups 
who are weak, so also in the growth of our national press, 
we must regulate our relations and our co-operation with 
the Western press, in order that we can grow on the basis 
of specific foundations . 

I do not recommend at all that relations be cut off with 
the press of any side whatever. What I wish to stress is 
that we have interests that conflict fundamentally, also 
among the ranks of the press serving the interests of the 
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old hegemony, nothwithstanding their apparent freedom 
to think along the lines of our aims. 

Freedom of the press has freedom as its basis, but free­
dom of the press does not yet imply a common understand­
ing with regard to freecom, nationhood and justice. In 
this connection, free or not free has no important mean­
ing. They struggle for their interests which are profound­
ly in conflict with our objectives and with our way of 
life. In this connection I still remember a remark by a 
well-known correspondent who described the articles of 
the press of both sides in conducting the cold war. One 
side, he said, is free to disseminate lies; the other side, 
is probably given guides for the dissemination of lies; the 
result is the same: both sides disseminate lies. 

What we seek in this gathering is common points of 
understanding. Then we will put freedom of the press to 
the service of consolidation and development of these 
common points. In this way, we can use the press in Asia­
Africa as the accumulator of thoughts and concepts that 
are alive, of the new thoughts and concepts which are 
appearing among the Asian and African nations. Thus we 
will be able to use the press as an instrument for the dis­
semination of these new thoughts and concepts. 

It is not that this dissemination will be propaganda of 
the one to the other, but far more than this: dissemination 
will enlarge and deepen our knowledge about our respec­
tive processes of growth. And it is also possible that this 
dissemination will give us fresh inspiration for appraising 
our work. In this way, freedom of the press for us can 
also be used to disseminate the results of our struggle 01-

of our efforts. At present, most of the news reports coming 
from Asia and Africa through foreign news agencies con­
cern only sensational reports of fires. of fighting or con-
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flicts, of troubles and natural disasters, and this is the 
source of information for readers in America or Europe, 
and it often also flows back into our own region again, 
as if it were actual and factual news. 

Where we also wish to offer freedom of the press to the 
reader as a medium of entertainment or relaxation, or at 
times would also like to present news sensationally, evell 
in this case we may not forget that we use freedom of the 
press as an instrument of the struggle, both in the national 
as well as in the international spheres. In this respect, we 
must not be influenced by headlines that can poison our 
thoughts or which can weaken our activities in eradicating 
the old hegemony. 

At times we can immediately sense economic or military 
penetration that is damaging to our struggle, but the pene­
tration of thought through "freedom of the press" is far 
more dangerous, since it can avail itself of rational argu­
ments by the intelligensia which can at times readily hold 
itself aloof from the aspirations of the struggles of society 
as a whole. 

We are holding this conference in preparation for the 
Asian-African Journalists Conference not for purposes 
of enmity with another part of the world, not for purposes 
of creating "a third force", as is often alleged. We are 
making efforts to hold Asian-African Conferences at 
various levels, including at the level of representatives of 
the press, only with the aim of consolidating our common 
objectives and duties, of strengthening our solidarity as 
developing nations. 

We are well aware that the new thoughts and concepts,. 
the progressive thoughts and concepts of the Asian-Afri-
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ean peoples as a whole are the principal assets for growth 
in the direction of a new world encompassing indepen­
dence, justice, prosperity and peace. The social require­
ments, the technical-economic requirements, yes even the 
technical-military requirements have all been met for the 
ereation of this new world. And this is for the first in the 
history of mankind that all these requirements have been 
fulfilled. The fulfillment of these requirements compells 
the creation of a new world, precisely because the alter­
native is the destruction of mankind, the destruction of 
our civilisation, the destruction of the world. 

The oppression of the greater part of mankind, which 
now possesses a high degree of social consciousness that 
is evenly spread, and also the imposition of poverty upon 
the greater part of mankind, can all give rise to tremen­
dous tensions in the world which will result in new and 
wide-spread war, whilst large-scale war at present, based 
on the development of military techniques, will mean des­
truction for all of us. 

I have tried to present to you at some length the mean­
ing of Freedom of the Press as an instrument of the 
national and international struggle of the Asian-African 
states in particular and of developing countries in general. 
I have also tried to stress clearly the meaning of solidarity 
in this respect, precisely because we have a, duty and a 
l'esponsibility at each stage of development towards a 
new world, apart from the technical and scientific ques­
tions and the assets of equipment which are in the pos­
session of the highly-developed states. 

To augment your documents, especially of those of you 
who came from abroad, on the growth and development 
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of the Asian-African nations, I actually had it in mind to 
extend my address with an explanation about the principles 
and the course of the Indonesian Revolution. How­
ever, in order to save time, I shall instead distribute among 
you later on the text of the speech I delivered before the 
Council of World Affairs in New Delhi, which portrays 
the Indonesian Revolution and its context of the World 
Revolution. 
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